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BEKENDMAKING, 


8 ondergetcokondo maakt hierby 


bekond aun wie zulks moge aangaan, 
ant by Besliut van Z, M,’s Minister 
Resident in Chins hem de waarneming van 
hot Nedorlandsch Consulaat te Shanghai en 
voor do Yangtze Havens is opgedragen, 


J. J, HEEMSKERK, 
Waarnd, Consul der Nederlunden. 


Shanghai, 27 December, 1878, 
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are considered as 

renewed unless notice to the contrary 
ho given boforo the ond of the curront year, 
those who purposo to discontinue their 
subscriptions are respectfully invited to 
sont notico immediately to the Publisher, 


Addressed 
“North-China Herald” Office, 
12, Hawxow Roan, 


Whero no notice is received, the payors 
will be forwarded and charged as usual 


ijn Shanghai, 23rd Dee., 1878, 


S Subscriptions 

















STOR THE BLOOD Is THE LIFE 
CLARKE’S 
WORLD. FAMED BLOOD MIXTURE. 


‘Trade Mark,—‘ Blood Mixture.” 
THE GREAT BLOOD PURIFIER AND 
RESTORER, 


For cleansing and clearing the blood from all 
impurities, eannot be too highly recommended, 

For Scrofula, Scurvy, Skin Diseases, and 
Sores of all kinds it is a nover-failing and 
permanent cure. 

ItCures old Sores. 

Cures Ulecrated Sores on the neck. 
Cures Uleerated Soro Legs. 

Cures Blackheads, or Pimples on the Face. 
Cures Scurvy Sores, 

Cures Cancerous Ulcere. 

Cures Biood and Skin Diseases. 

Cures Glandular Swelling 
Clears the Blood from all impure Matter, 
From whatever cause arising. 

As this mixture is pleasant to the taste, 
and warranted free from anything injurious 
to the most delicate constitution of either sex, 
tho Proprietor solicits sufferers to give it a 
trial to test its value, 


THOUSANDS OF TESTIMONIALS FROM 
ALL PARTS. 

Sold in Bottles BY ALL CHEMISTS and 
PATENT MEDICINE VENDORS through- 
out the world, 

Sole proprietor, F. J. CLARKE, Chemist, 


APOTHECARIES’ HALL, LINCOLN, 
ENGLAND. 




















Agents for Shanghsi—J, Lurwetiyn & Co. 


JOHN MOIR & SON, 


LONDON, 
ABERDEEN, 

AND 
SEVILLE, SPAIN. 
AWARDED GOLD MEDAL, 
Paris Exhibition, 1878, 

MOIR’S JAMS in Tins, 
MOTIR’S SOUPS in Tins, 
MOIZ’S TABLE JELLIES. 
MOIR’S SEVILLE ORANGE 
MARMALADE, 

Prepared at their New Factory, 
Edificio de las Provisiones Militares, 
FUERA DE LA ANTIGUA PUERTA 
DE CARMONA, SEVILLE, SPAIN. 


JOHN MOIR & SON, 


Have been granted a Patent from 
His Masesty tue Kivo oF Spats, 
permitting them alone 
to preserveBfarmalade in any part of Spain. 
JOHN MOIR & SON would request all 
those who wish to try their various 
preparations to wee that their 
Brand is supplied, and to have no other. 
AWARDED THREE PRIZE MEDALS, 
Paris Exhibition, 1878. 


HEAD OFFICE: 
148, Leadenhall Street, London, E.C. 





JOYCE'S SPORTING AMMUNITION 
Estantisuxp 1920. 

. The attention of 
Sportstaenisinvited 
tothe following Am- 
munition of the best 
quality, now in go- 
iE." neralusethroughout 
© Engiand, India, and 
‘the Colonies. 
Joyce's Tresie Warerenoor & F 3 Quaury 

PERCUSSION CAPS, 
Chemically-prepared Cloth and Felt Gun 
Wadding. 

JOYCE'S GAS.TIGHT CARTRIDGES, 
For Pin-fire and Central-fire Breech-loading 
Guns, 

Wire Cartridges for killing Game at leag 

distances, : 
And every description of Sporting 
munition. 
Sold by all Gunmakers and Deslers in Gun 
powder. 


FREDERICK JOYCE & Co, 
Patentees and Manufacturers, 


57, Urrer Toames Steezr, Loxpox. 
ovat 16sp 18 








CAUTION TO THE PUBLIC! 


Dr. BRIGHT'S PHOSPHODYNE. 


WHEREAS it having become kenown 
to the Proprietors of Dr. Bricut's 
Pnosrnopyxe that a worthless imitation, 
bearing a similar name, is exported to India, 
China, &e., and endeavoured to be foisted on 
purebisers ‘as equal in ofcacy to Dr, Brighta 
"hosphodyue, they feel it due to the public 
to specially caution them agaiust this compoud, 
and request their most careful attention to 
tho following distinctive characteristics of Dr, 

Bright’s (the only gouuiue) Phospuodyne, 
Ast. —That Dr. Bright's Phosphodyne is sold 
ouly iu cs 
2nd.—The words “Dr. Bright's Phospho- 
aro cletrly blown in*each 











ered ‘Trade Mark. ond 
Signature of Patontoo are printed 
on the label of every c 

‘or use in all the followin 
8 are enclosed in eacl 











English, French, German, Italian, Dutch, 
panish, Russian," Danish, 
Turkish, Persian, Hindostani, 'Madrasse, 
Bengalee, Chineso and Japanese, 


Without which none can POSSIBLY 
be Genuine. 





Dr. BRIGHT'S PHOSPHODYNE 
5 the Only Reliable Remedy for 
NERVOUS AND LIVER COMPLAINTS 
AND ALL 

FUNCTIONAL DERANGEMENTS. 

a%e De. GRIGHT'S PHOSPHODYNE is 
patronised by the Aristocraey and the Hite, 
extensively used in the Army and Navy, and 
strongly recommended by the leading Medical 
Practitioners. 

Dr. BRIGHT'S PHOSPHODYNE 
\Js soup ny Att ‘Ctesusts asy Parest 
Muprcixe Vespors ruxovcnov'r wax Gtoue, 

In_India, China, &e., Dr. BRIGHT'S 
PHOSPHODYNE jis gouerally sold at an 
advance ou the English Price. 

‘The high estimation in which Puosruonvs 
is held is unquestionably due to ite admi- 
nistration in this form, ‘Therefore, ask for 

Dr, BRIGHTS PHOSPHODYNE 

And do not be persuaded to take any 
1 Posstpiy Daxcenous Intrariox, 



















LESS 


CAUTION 











TO MEDICINE V) 


NHE Trade Mark, Label, &e,, of Dr. 

BRIGHT’S PHOSPHODYNE’ are duly 
entered at Stationers’ Hall, London, and 
aro also registered in the Chief Cities of the 
‘World, 

Chemists and Droggists are hereby warned 
that legal proceedings will be immediately 
instituted by the Authorised Agente against 
‘spy person or persons selling” Fraudulent 
Juitations of Dr. BRIGHTS (the only 
genuine) PHOSPHODYNE, from thie date, 
‘st October, 1878. 





\NDORS. 











23ja 19 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission 


The H.-C. Berald and &. €. & C. Gaseite. 








ONE BOX OF CEARKE’S B 41 PILLS 
JS pormanted to cure all discharges from the 
Urinary Organs, in cither sex, acquired or 
constitutional, Gravel and Pains in the Back. 
Sold in Boxes, 4s. 6d. each, by all Chemists 

and Patent Medicine Vendors. 

Sole Proprietor, F, J. CLARKE, 
Arorimcantes’ Hatt, Lisvous 
Agents for Shanghai—J. Lurwenwrs & Co, 

Jan 8 











LIVER PILLS FOR INDIA AND THE 
COLONIES. 
‘Dr. Krxc’s Daxvetion aud Quinise 
Liver Pitis: 
(without Meronry) aro the best remedy for Bile 
Wind, Indigesticn, Sick Headache, Spasms, 
Giddiness, Hearthum, Nervousness, Gout, 
and all rders of the Stomach ond. Liver. 
‘hoy combine mildness in operation with the 
‘most adinirablo effects, and an an_aperient 
ganvat Ue aurpased. -Manufsctored by Jas. 
Ronse, 47, Mortimer Stree Fay 
aold all ovor the world by most Chomists and 
Med i Seine ‘Vendors, at Is. 14d., 28. 9d., 4a. Gd. 


and 11s. 
160079 17 














JOSEPH GILLOTT’S 
| STEEL PENS. 


rouchent the World | 





“GROSSE & BLACKWELL'S 
CELEBRATED 
OILMEN’S STORES. 


Nine Prize Medals, Paris, Vienna and 
Philadelphia, 





Pickles and Sauces, 
Jams and Jellios, 
Orango Marmalade, 
Tart Fruits, Dessert Fruits, 
Puro Salad Oil, 
Mustard, Vinegar, 
Pottod Meats and Fish, 
Fresh Soimon and Herrings, 
Horrings & la Sardine, 
Yarmouth Bloaters, 
Blackwall Whitebait, 
Prepared Soups, in Tins, 
Preserved Vegetables, 
Hams and Bacon, in Tins, 
Preserved Cheese, 
Oxford and Cambridge Sausages, 
Bologna Sausages, 
Yorkshire Game and Pork Pies, 
Tongues, Game, Poultry, 
Plum Puddings, 
Len & Perrine’ Worcestershire Sauce, 





Bresh supplies of the above and numerous 
ather table delicacies, may be had frum 
most Storekeepers. 


CAUTION. 

To prevent tho fraud of retill 
bottles or jars, they should invari 
destroyed when empty. 

Goods should always be examined upon 
delivery, to detect any attempt at substi- 
tution of articles of inierior brands. 

All genuine goods bear the names of Crosse 
& Blackivell on the Labels, Corks and Cap- 
sales of the Bottles, Jars and Tins. 


Crosse & Blackwell, 
Purveyors to the Queen, 
SOHO SQUARE, LONDON 

R7ju-79 97 





CHAMPAGNE. 


HEIDSIECK & CO,’'S 
DRY MONOPOLE, 


Tiy 79 3 


gE. P. & W. BALDWIN, 


WILDEN WORKS, STOURPOR?, ENGLAND, 


SHEET IRON, 


“Svan 








Braxveo “Batpwix—Winves," and 


TIN PLATES 


Braxpao “BEE IVB". wires,” “Uxrconx,” “Anuzy Qf," “Stour” 


Stamping Sheets, Button Iron, Skeet Tron, Pickled, Cold Rolled, & Close Annealed, 
Exroxr AGEsts—Bnooxes, Done & Co., 2, Rood Lane, London, £.C. 
Sap '79 33 











In consequence of spurious imitations of 


LEA AND PERRINS’ SAUCE, 


which are calculated to decesve the Public, Lea and Perrins 
have adopted A NEW LABEL, bearing their Signature, 
thus, 


Lea orenss 


which ts placed on every bottle 7 fale of WORCESTERSHIRE 
SAUCE, and without which none 1s genutne. 
Ath for LEA & PERRINS' Sauce, and see Name on Wrapper, Label, Bottle and Stop 
Wastesale and for Export by the Proprietors, Worcester ; Crosse and Blackwell, Londony 
Gren, Gea; and by Grocers and Oilmen throughout the World, 


13de-79 21 


LIEBIG COMPANY’S 
EXTRACT 
OF MEAT 


FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 


“Is a suecoes and boon for which Nations shout fect STOCK, FOR SOUPS, 
grateful." “See Medial rea, Lanect, Brit Med. Jour. MEADE DISHES & & SAUCES. 


“Consumption in England increased tenfold in ten years.’ 
Invariably adupted when once fairly tried. ‘To be had INVALUABLE FOR INDIA, OX 
of all Storckeepers and Dealers throughout India. ACCOUNT OF ITS KEEPING GOOD 
CAUTION.—Gennino ONLY with facsimile of Baron IN THE HOTTEST CLIMATES 
s Signature in Blue Ink acrass Label. 
TIEBIG’'S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO. LIMITED, 31 ark Lane, London, England. 


Amy-79_13 


PERFUMERY. 


J &_E. ATKINSON'S Ess, White 
Rose—Wood Violet—and Stepha- 
notis, Ean de Cologne—Lavender Water. 
Prize Medale—London, Paris, Vienna, 
Cordova, Lima, Philadelphia, 


Sold by all first-class dealers throughout ! 


the World. 
J. & E. ATKINSON, 
24, Old Boud-strect, London. 
The geuuing, guaranteed by TRADE 
MARK— “A White Rose on a Golden 
Lyre,” printed in seven colours. 
(1) alt. I7my 79 92 
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mae 


CALCUTTA MAGAZINE. 


YeAnty—Dollars 6; Postage aud 
Packing free. 








This see 
—North-Chi 
A very neat and ably-conducted Magazine, 
styled the Calcutta Magazine, edited by Mr. 
| Owen Aratoon, a gentleman ‘of well-known 
literary talent.—The Straits Zimes. 
DARLINGTON & Co., 
General Agents, 
49, Dhurrumtoliah Street, Calcutta, India. 
Sole Agonts in India, Burmah, Ceylon, & 
Straits Settlements and China, 





0 be a very readable periodical. 
Herald. 
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Latost Mail dates in England, from China, 


Hongkong, «...+0+-SeP425? Rect 
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MARRIAGE. 

At the Cathedral, 
Very Rev. Dean Ba! 
Consular Constable, W 
Ava, widow of the late Will 
Cousular Coustable, 















Wells, and | 








W. Dui pore—Messrs, Ballot and 
Thorn Miss E. Guatindli 
Mr. A. Guion. “For Hongkong. 


Gordon C: 
Per str. Pingo 
Polmer and E. 





Me. D. Kees, | 
for Chefoo—Messrs. C. A. 





He 
ARRIVED. 
from Hankow—Mri 
Hillier, From 





Wood- 
iaug— 
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ower 





gora Maru, from Japan—Mer, 
ravhi, Mrs. J. W. Paul, Miss B. 
woud, aud Mr, Coultorn. 


Leavise. 


{and 
R 





Ver str, Teheran, for Southampton, —Mr, 
Win. 1. Coultorn, 





PRICE or tux NORTH-CHINA HERALD 
and S.C. & C. QAZETTE—Per An- 
num, Taels 12 
‘Three Months, 
tance, _ Credit price, UIs. 13.15 per Annum 
Subscriptions will be considered as 
unless notice to the contrary be given 
the expiry of the current terra, 

TERMS FOR ADVERTS! ‘Ten Lines 
(space Bourgeois) and under, One Jacl; each 
auditional line Que Mace. 
charges for repetitions. Contracts may be 
made for 3 months, or Longer, payable in 
cudvance. 

SUBSCRIPTIO: 
sold, by Geos 























x publication of the Vorth-China Herald 
and Supreme Court ¢ Consular Gazette 
commenced at 4.00 P.at, 


“The Doyth-Ghina Feyld. 


IMPARTIAL, NOT RRUTRAL. 























SHANGHAI, SATURDAY, DEC. 28, 1878. 






Ix most nations the crimo of 
majesté as been mado punishable 
with death ; but in all aiming at a high 
civilisation, checks have been placed 
on the arbitrary infliction of punisb- 
ment, and the crime has been confined 
to the Sovereign or those immediately 





‘One-half of these | 


nominally possesses a code of criminal 

law, and in theory the right of memorial- 

ising the Crown against corrupt officials 

is ostentatiously put forward as the rule 

of tho land, now and thon instances 

oceur which show that at bottom the 

nafeguards of public security are cou- 

tinually set at naught. On two or 

Uree occasions the policy adopted by 

the Viceroy of Chibli has been rightly 

or wrongly called in question, and the 

unfortunate official who had the au- 

dacity to criticis the acts of the 
Minister has bad good occasion to 
regret bis excess of duty. The last 
| example of tho disregard of the Viceroy 
for tho constitutional privileges of the 
Empire, and the feebleness of the Cen- 
tral Government in controlling its 
satraps, is well worthy of uote, a6 
showing the critical attitude of affairs 
at tho present moment. Cortaiu officials 
of high rauk within the province 
| brought charges against Li Hang-chang 
of malfeasance in office, and of por= 
sistontly deceiving tho Emporor in his 
reports. ‘Tho charges were sufficiently 
serious to demand « critical inves- 
| tigetion, and tho officials were legally 
and coustitutionally justified in the 
action taken. The resnit was char- 
acteristic of tho shndow at present 
| impounding over the Empire, and the 
paralysis of the executive at the hands 
of its too powerful and onergetic sub- 
J ordinate. Tho Court at Peking would 
| uot underlake to exter into the charges, 
and would not afford its protection to 
shield tho authors, but relegated the 
accused to the Viceroy of Chibili, whoso 
acts had been called in question, with 
the natural result that aftor a farco of 
an investigation, one of the accused 
was strangled outside the walls of Tion- 
tsiu. Now whether Li bo an able 
| Minister or the contrary, it is beyond 
question that his acts have bad a dis- 
tinetly injarious tendency. ‘The grasping 
policy which has led him to seek to got 
into his own hands all the sources of 
wealth in the Empire, is one no more 
satisfactory to native than to foroign 
interests. It is of a similar nature 
with that which has rendered bankrupt 











connected with him. Althongh China 


tho Government of Egypt, and has 
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compelled the Khedive, however con- 
trary to his own wishes, to place the 
administration of his finances in the 
hands of an English statesman. In 
China, although the policy has’ not 
gone sufficiently far to result in a 
goneral bankruptoy, it has gone a long 
way in tho same direction. ‘The re- 
institution of tho Rice tribute, the 
getting up of tho China Merchants’ 
Company, the purchase and subsequent 
destruction of the Woosang Railway, 
the Quixotic scheme of working on 
Government account the coal mines at 
K’ai-p'ing, the interference of the 
Government, which paralysed all pri- 
vato enterprise towards the relief of 
the northern provinces during the 
recont famine, and the concomitant 
result of a yearly increasing debt and 
the alionation of the Customs’ revenues, 
aro all burning questions at the present 
moment, the oppressiveness of which 
is folt by largo sections of the popula- 
tion, and the initiation of which 
is more or less directly to be ate 
tributed to the present Viceroy of 
Chibli. Thore is indeed good reason 
to believe that the charges preferred 
against him wore intimately connected 
with these abuses, and wero but the 
reflection of the feelings of the large 
majority of the thinking elnsses in 
China, Elsewhere, reformers have had 
to undergo peisecutions more or less 
sovero in their nature, but as a general 
rule tho appearance of upholding the 
Jaw is considered due to an official 
acting within legal limits. Iu this 
caso ono of the fundamental principles 
of Chinese administration has been 
openly defied; the execution of the 
official outside tho walls of ‘Tientsin 
is in effect contrary to the Inws of the 
Empire, and is only the addition of one 
aot more to those which have already 
cansed the pre-eminence of the present 
Viceroy of Chihli to be looked upon as 
a uational calamity to China, 











Summary of Dews. 








‘There has been no mail arrival from 
Europe during the week. 

‘The American mail of the 16th November 
arrived yesterday, by the M.B, steamer 
Nagoya Marv. 

A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the P, & O. steamer Teheran. 





RUDTER'S TELEGRAMS. 
(Fie Sues: 
Supplied to the“ N.-C. Daily News.” 
Rome, 19th Dec. 
Anew Ministry has been formed, under 
the presideney of Depretis. 
Bombay, 2ist Dee. 
Sir Samuel Browne hopes to occupy 
Tellalabad to-day. 
It is reported that the Amecr has fled, 
leaving Yakoub Beg in pow 














St. Petersburg, 22nd De 
‘The Golos announces that a Convention 
has been concluded with the Ameer of 
Afghanistan, recognizing the existing re- 
gime and acknowledging the obligations 
of Russia to support morally the independ- 
ence and integrity of that country. 
Copenhagen, 22nd Dec. 
The marriage of the Duke of Cumber- 
Iand with Princess Thyra of Denmark has 
been celebrated. 
| Constantinople, 2nd Dec. 
‘The Sultan has issued an Imperial Iradé 
which authorizes a Convention with Austria 
Turkish Commissioners have been ap- 
pointed for the rectification of the Grecian 


frontier. 
London, 23rd Dee. 

A liberal Candidate has been elected for 
County Derry by a large majority, in the 
room of the deceased member. 

Vienna, 25th Dee. 

‘The New Free Press of Austria announces 
that the Sultan has authorised the settle- 
ment of the rectification of the frontier of 
‘Montenegro. 

Constantinople, 25th Dec. 

The Porte is discussing the raising of a 
new Turkish Loan guaranteed by the Euro- 


pean Powers. 
London, 26th Dee. 
‘The Duke of Edinburgh has been ap- 
pointed Rear-Admiral. 
Bombay, 26th Dec. 
‘Tho Ghilzais have proclaimed Yakoob 
Khan as Ameer of Afghanistan, 


We are sure that the news of the change 
of the day for the departure of the 
European mails from Sunday to Saturday, 
which we are able, by the courtesy of 
the agent of the P. & O. Company, to 
make known to the community, will be 
read with the greatest satisfaction, Tu 
receive a telegraphic despatch from Home 
on such a subject, is, in itself, enough 
to show that we have not lost all influence, 
and that although shirtings, silks, and teas, 
may puzzle buyers and sellers, and not 
reach the profits desired in Shanghai, yet 
the time is now ripe when we may hope for 
better things to come. ‘The fact of having 
carried the point so far shows that we have 
not been cornered altogether. 

A notification from the Municipal Couneil 
has been published to the effect that the 
list of persons duly qualified to vote during 
the year 1879 is now open to public inspec- 
tion at the Council room, daily (Sundays 
and holidays exeepted), between ten and 
three o'clock, and will remain so until the 
10th January. 

The entertainment, the fifth of the pres- 
ent season, given on Saturday night last 
in connection with the Temperance Society, 
in their hail in the Nanking road, was more 
Uian ordinarily successful, the hall being 
completely filled although the weather was 
bitterly cold. ‘This was probably owing to 
the fact that the programme coutained the 
names of some of our leading amatenr 
vocalists, readers, ete., a coujunetion not 
always to be obtained. A very pleasant 
evening was spent, and Mr. C. P. Blethen, 
| the President, took an opportunity of 
| thanking those who had so kindly given 
their services on the occasion. 

We hear it is in contemplation to give a 
performance of Richelicn, at the Lyceum 
Theatre, with Mr. and Mrs. Fairclough in 
} the principal réles, supported by a full cast 
| chosen from among our best Amateurs. 
‘The China Merchants’ Steam Navigation 
: Company's steamer Kiangchiny arrived from 


























Hankow on Tuesday forenoon, and ap 
tempted to moor at tho Kinlee-yuey 
Wharf on tho flood tide. After letin 
g0 her anchor to swing to the tide she 
overerode it, and, in swinging, hor stere 
came in contact with the siem of the 
Kiangywng, a steamer belonging ‘0 the 
same Company, which was alongside the 
wharf. The latter vessel was not, much 
damaged, but the Kiangehing had a portion 
of the fantail deck and about twenty feet 
ofthe woodwork down to the guards tom 
away. The Kiangyung proceeded to Han. 
kow the following morning, and the repainy 
to the Kiangehing, which have alread 
been commenced, are expected to bo finished 
in four or five days, 

The progress made during the present 
year at the Kiang-nan Arsenal in the 
manufacture of ordnance is worthy a note, 
We are informed that on the 20th instant, 
two 40-pounder guns, made under thy 
direction of Mr. J. Mackenzie on the 
principle of those manufactured by Sir W. 
Armstrong & Co., were tried, the proof 
being in the highest degree satisfactory, 
The guns in question are composed of 
wrought iron and steel, and are the fit of 
the kind made in China, 

M. Emest Godeaux, Consul-General for 
Franco at Shanghai, has been appointed to 
Alexandria, M, Godeaux, who is now in 
Paris, will proceed to Egypt probably at 
the end of this month. It will be remem. 
bered that Viscount Brenier de Montmor- 
and was in turn Consul-General at Shang. 
hai and at Alexandria, when he became 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Chili, and was 
subsequently appointed to his present post 
at Peking. —L. & C, Express. 

We are informed that Messrs. Kelly and 
Walsh have received a telegram informing 
thom that one of the Manila Lottery 
tickets sold at their store has drawn the 
225,000 prize, ‘The number is 5,014, 

The election of officers for the various 
districts of the Shanghai Fire Department 
took place yesterday, and resulted as 
follows, the choice being unanimous ;— 
OF. Ashe 












Directory, or Red Book for Shanghai, for 
the year 1879. ‘This issue does not differ 
materially from previous ones, but fully 
sustains the reputation of the work. It is 
beautifully printed and tastefully bound, 
with a coloured and gilded title page and 
rubricated marginal lines. We find col- 
loquial phrases to assist new comers in their 
intercourse with native servants, a directory 


; of places, alist of the roads, and-—occupying 


the largest number of pages—the list of 
Lady residents, headed by the well chosen 
motto “Domus et Placens Uor.” We have 
now neatly 300 ladies amongst us, a fact 
which indicates the change in the conditions 





of foreign life in China and which will help 
to improve the place in its social aspect. 
The ruled pages for visiting notes will be 
foundof great utility, and various convenient 
tables are added. As there are certain 
volumes without which no gentleman's 


library is complete, so there are certain |. 


volumes without which no lady's work- 
table can be said to be properly furnished. 
Ono of these is certainly “The Red Book” 
for 1879. 
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‘The severe frost which set in on Christ- 
mas night put a stop to all chauce of 
Paper Hunting on the following day ; and 
jhe Master and bis friends in consequence 
contented themselves with “mounting” 
Ulsters and “staying ” indoors. 

We regret to see by a paragraph in the 
L, & O. Express that Mr. P. J, Hughes, 
‘HLM.’s Consul at Hankow, is compelled to 
resign in consequence of ill-health, 

‘The British barque M. A. Di:ton, Captain 
Mitcheli, which had been on shore four days 
outside Woosung, has arrived safely in port, 
‘A large portion of her cargo had to be 
lightered before she floated. We under- 
stand that at the time she grounded she 
had no pilot on board. 

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt 

of a copy of the sixth report of the Chinese 
‘Hospital and Dispensary in connection with 
the London Mission, Tretstx, embracing 
the years 1876-7. We are informed by a 
written memorandum on the cover that the 
Report was delayed by failure of printers 
in Tientsin. ‘No report was issued last 
year because the suffering caused by the 
famine seemed to make it desirable that 
the attention of the charitable should be 
called to it only, and it was thought also that 
the claims of local work might be deferred 
without much loss in favour of those of 
relief. Now, however, the pressing need 
for funds for the former can no longer be 
put aside, besides which, it is well that 
friends should be reminded that during all 
these extraordinary efforts, the ordinary 
work of philanthropy has been steadily 
carried forward amid the exceptionally 
trying circumstances of the time.”—The 
institution has been in existence nine years, 
during which time over 53,000 cases have 
been treated and 121,000 visits paid. In 
1876 there were 7,073 cases treated, and in 
1877, 6,190, including no fewer than 85 
kinds of disease—a striking catalogue of 
“the ills that flesh is heir tu.” On the 
subject of finances, the Rey. Jonathan 
Lees says :—“It is now fully two years 
since the last appeal for aid. I think all 
will feel that their gifts have been well 
applied, and that having once more a some- 
what large deficiency, I ought to seck 
them again. Unluckily, it has been found 
impossible as yet to put the small addi- 
tional space purchased for wards to much 
use. ‘The buildings have been of service 
‘on several occasions, but they are so out of 
repair aud in many ways unsuitable, that 
nothing short of replacing them by yood 
brick rooms would be of much avail. To 
dv this, however, will require a considerable 
sum. Lean only lagtthe facts before our 
friends. Only to clear off presout liabili- 
ties and provide for the expenses of the 
current year we need at least Tls. 400. 1 
do nut like to plead for money, nor dues it 
seem other than reasonable to believe that 
work like this appeals at once to every 
heart. It can only be needful to say that 
its continued usefnlness is wholly depend. 
ent upon the gifts of the community which 
has hitherto so generously supported it.” 

The L. & C. Express says advieos from 

Oromburg state that the Chinese Governor 
of Kasucar has issued an order to the 
effect that no goods shall be taken by 
Chinese to the Russian frontier under 
penalty of iaprisonment and the confisea- 



































tion of the property in their pessession. 
This measure has been adopted so as to 
prevent relations being carried on between 
Kashgar Sarts. The Governor has also 
ordered all Russian subjects to accept 
Chinese nationality or leave the country 
within two weeks.—It is announced from 
Simla that the Chinese Government has 
issued 4 decree, couched in strong language, 
ordering the Governor of Kashgar to take 
steps for the immediate arrest of all rebels 
who have fied to Russian territory. 
‘The same paper says Her Majesty's ship 
Trou Dude, with Admiral Coote on board, 
returned to Singapore from Penang on the 
2nd ult., and was to leave on the 6th for 
Borneo and China. 

‘Phe Laon journal has the following : 
“From a merchant lately connected with 
the Central Asian ‘Trading Company, and 
now in Yarkand, letters have just been 
received in Lahore, giving an account of the 
state of trade as affected by the Chinese 
occupation of the country. In these letters, 
his references to the Russians are very 
remarkable, and as he is a man of some 
standing and sutticiently important to have 
Veen twice tried by the Chinese for political 
complicity with the late Ameer’s party, and 
fortunately for himself acquitted, his state- 
ments deserve a fair share of credence. He 
states that 7,000 Russians have advanced 
over the Pamir to a place called Ally, about 
five marches from Yarkand, and had halted 
there. This, we understand, is confirmed 
by intelligence received by Government 
here. He also states that a message has 
been received by the military commandant 
of the troops in Kashgar from the Russian 
general, in which he makes certain demands, 
‘He demands the property of the late Ameer, 
on the ground that it now naturally belongs 
to his son, and his son is a Russian subject ! 
He also demands satisfaction for the mas- 
sacre of the members of the Andijan tribe, 
attached to the late Ameer, on the ground 
that though they had fled from Russian 
territory, they were still members of their 
tribe, who are Russian subjects. The reply 
sent to the Russian general was, that the 
commandant had no power to decide stich 
matters, and had sent to the civil governor 
of Kashgar, who would send an answer in 
due time. 

The Amoy Gazette says somo of the 
Bachelors of Aor gave their second ball 
of the season on the 20th inst. Every: 
thing was up to its usual standard 
which is sayin and in point 
of decoration the. ball-room was consid- 
ered by some to have been even more 
tastefully arranged than on the previous 
occasion, Some one kindly made a very 
nice champagne cup; but it fell among 
thieves and disappeared in the twinkling 

arge tumblers, thus proving that abont 
sallons is after all a relative quantity 
of evergreens from the 
uch more gold lace flitting 
so that altogether the 
‘gular brialla One 
uitleman bore so mitch of the said lace 
1 the ouside of his trousers that we 
Kked if he was uot au Admiral in 
Mr. Bain played away almost 
incessantly throughout the evening with 
sat amicability and accuracy which 
aracterise him and his music respectively. 
He deserves all the thanks that can be col 
lected in his behalf, and a trifle more of the 
real fim, On the present occasion he was 
assisced by a violin and a guitar. A Scotch 
reel was danced towards the close of the 
entertainment, which on all counts must 
Ve registered ‘as a decided suecess.-—The 
steamer Gleuroy left on the 20th for Singa- 
pore and New York, with a cargo of Tea. 
She took the English Mail to Singapore. 

The Rising Sun gives the result of the 

trial in NaGasaxt of the three men from 





























































ihe United States man-of-war Ranger, for 


the murder of Constantine Kashine of 
ELLR.M.S. Crayeser. The papers have 
deen sent up to Yokohama for the approval 
of the United States Minister, and until 
their return publication is requested to be 
delayed. The facts of the case are shortly 
as follow :—On the 9th inst., Jumes Webb, 
William Wallace, and William Tynan were 
charged before Willie P. Mengum, Esq., 
U.S. Consul, Judge, with the murder of 
Constautine ‘Kashine, a seaman of the 
Russian man-of-war ' Craysser, who was 
stabbed on the ist inst., and died on the 
following Wednesday. "After a trial which 
lasted for five days, a verdict of guilty of 
murder in the first degree was returned 
against James Webb, but the others were 

mitted. ‘The assessors were W. W. 
Woodhull, Esq., E. G. Furber, Bsq., J. U. 
Smith, Esq., and the Rev. J. Davison, 

The case of Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
x. Goto Shojiro, says the Jaran Herald, 
has been heard’ again in the Tokio Joto 
Saibansho. Counsel for defendant op- 
posed the declaration made by Mr. Whittall 
on the 30th November last before H.B.M.’'s 
Consul being taken as proven, and as 
the Court sided with him, Mr. Kirkwood 
intimated his intention “of calling Mr. 
Whittail as witness. ‘The next hearing 
was fixed for Wednesday, the 18th instant, 
at 9,30 a.m.—The barque Zingra, from 
Antwerp for this port, went ashore on 
the Saratoga Spit last night, where she 
remained all day. The Pacific Mail Com- 
pany’s tug-boat, with three lighters in 
tow, went down to her to render assistance 
in floating her off—The Gazette states that 
the sale of kerosene made by Mr. F, A. 
Coge, 1,299 tins, realised prices ranging 
from’ 50'to 93 cents per tin. ‘This was a 
portion of the oil damaged by the fire on the 
hatoba on the 3rd instant. ‘The Sir Lancelot 
has just arrived from London and reports 
having met the schooner Dove in Pitt's 
Passage. Inquiry showed that assistance 
was required by those on board, for the 
stato of the vessel and the sickness prevail- 
ing, rendered the chance of their ever reach- 
ing’ land extremely doubtful. ‘These un- 
fortunate persons formed a party to New 
Guinea in search of gold, but the climate, 
and au even worse enemy—the native— 
drove them from the inhospitable shore. 
‘Three men died on board the Dore, and ono 
on board the Sir Lancelot ; thirteen being 
brought on here in shattered health. The 
Dove was so leaky and unmanageable that 
the wisest course was to abandon her alto- 
gether which was done.—It is said in oficial 
Circles in Tokio, that Mr, Matsukata, the 
vice minister of finance, and late Japanese 
commissioner at the Paris Exhibition, will, 
on his return to Japan, be made vice 

‘nister to the department of the interior, 
white Mr. Yoshida, at present envoy for 
Japan at Washington, will be appointed to 
fill the place vacated by Mr, Matsukata, 

‘The Lataria Handelsblad says the Gov- 
ernur of Achcon and dependencies tele- 
graphs the following :—" Kotta Rajah, 
20th November, From Monday, the 1ith, 
to Sunday, the 17th, almost uninterrupted 
heavy rainfall. Great floods in conse- 
quence. ‘The water was fully a decimet 
higher than in December, 1874, At Lam- 
bam the water was 1} metre deep. ‘The 
bivouaes at Mentssih west and Anakga- 
lung were abandoned for neighbouring 
higier ground, the water there being fully 
two metres deep. ‘The damage to roads, 
buildings, and public and private property 
isvery great. Since Sunday, the 17th, the 
water is falling here. Yesterday the river 
retired within its banks. ‘The temporary 
bivouaes were not molested, ‘The people 
show much confidence and goodwill. State 
of health of operating columns still favour- 
able; weather since day before yesterday 
favourable. Owing to the floods no further 
negotiations could take place with the head- 
men of the XXVi Mukims and other 
headmen. Rajah of Gighen has arrived 
here by sea, State of health satisfactory. | 









































Disease and death rate stationary.” 
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THE SHANGHA LIBRARY. 
We recently published a report of 
a meeting of the subscribers to the 
Shanghai Library which deserves atten- 
tion, as it contained a hint that the 
Recreation Fand ‘Trustees are disposed 
to enter more thoroughly than they 
have yet been enabled ic enter into the 
requirements of the Settlement, and are 
inclined to take a more comprehensive 
view than they have hitherto done of 
their important trast. It has been 
known to the community for some 
months that the Shanghai Library has 
eon ina depressed state. arly in tho 
year the Club took a step which excited 
considerable attention. At a genoral 
meeting, it was resolved to circulate 
the books amongst the members. It 
was argued with some show of reason 
that the richly bound volames were 
almost useless on the reading room 
shelves, aud that if the object of the 
Library was to encourage a taste for 
reading it certainly failed to accomplish 
the desired end. So it was resolved 
that books from the Clab should be 
issued under certain restrictions to its 
members. As a large number of the 
Shanghai community belongs to the 
Club, it seemed probable that many 
residents would give up their subscrip- 
tion to the Library, and persons seemed 
to think that the last days of that 
aucient institution were at hand; but 
threatened men livelong,and the Library 
scoms likely to acquire a new, though, 
it may possibly turn out to be only 
a brief, Ieaso of life. ‘The means by 
which the Library has been extricated 
from its financial difficulties aro easily 
explained, Recourse has been had to 
the Recreation Fund. For years this 
Fund was a jest—the themo of burlesque 
songs, and puns and innuendoes ; but in 


these later times it has been discovered | . 


to be a beneficent power which hastens 
to the reseuo of virtue in distress with 
tho promptitnde cf a good genins in 
a fairy tale, and the efficioncy of a rich 
old uucle in a comedy. 

Hitherto, however, tho Fund has only 
been able to assist Clubs and Associa. 
tions which were intended to eubance 
the comfort and convenience of the 
richer portion of the community. The 
move they have lately made exhibits a 
readiness to take a moro popular line, 
and to assist the class which has toa cer- 
tain extent been hitherto left out in the 
cold. Were it not for the Temperance 
Hall, Shanghai, would have no place 
where the less opulent classes could 
find rational amcsement. Long ago it 
was pointed out that the position of a 
man without friends in the Model Settle- 
meut was one of the most dreary situa- 
tions conceivable. He had literally no 
rational mode of passing the weary 
hours open to him. It may be hoped 
that the Free Reading Room which is 
fo be connected with the Shanghai 
Library will be a boon to persons whose 
wants havo not hitherto been studied. 





Of course the experiment of a Free 
Library will be tried in the first instance 
on a small scale, and we cannot say 
whether the experiment will be success- 
fal. We must not expect too much. 
It takes some time to get any fresh 
institution popular, and we sball not be 
surprised if during the first months of 
the new scheme the number of readers 
who repair to the room in the Yuen- 
ming-yuen road proves to be small. 
But gradually, if the attempt st popu. 
larizingan institution, which has hitherto 
been somewhat exclusive, be carried out 
with a genuine wish to make it answer, 
wo do not despair of the result, There 
ate a large number of volumes on the 
shelves of the Shanghai Library which 
are rarely taken down by the subscribers, 
and these will be utilized by the new 
plan and be a sonrce of instruction and 
amusement to many who would other. 
wise wear away their days in “shapeless 
idleness.” 

‘The Recreation Fand Trustees have 
in past years afforded important aid to 
those liealthy amusements which de- 
velope the thews and sinews of the 
community, but they bave not largely 
patronized letters or aided the intel. 
lectual development of their fellow 
citizous. This they now seem inclined 
to consider is within the compass of 
their duty, and we hope that they wil 
be encouraged in their attempt. We 
wish prosperity to the scheme, and com- 
mend fo our readers the admirable 
remarks of the late Sir John Herschel 
on a taste for reading, made at the 
opening of the Bton Library over 
forty years ago:— Were J to pray for 
a taste which should stand me in stead 
noder every variety of circumstances, 
aud be a source of happiness and cheet 
fniness to me during life and a shield 
against its ills, however things might 
go amiss and the world frown upon 
me, it would be a taste for reading. 
. . . Give a man this taste, 
and tho means of gratifying it, and 
you can hardly fail of making him a 
happy man; ules, indeed, you put 
into his hand a most perverse selection 
of books. You place him in contact 
with the best society in every period of 
history, with the wisest, the wittiest, the 
tenderest, the bravest, and the purest 
characters who have adorned humanity. 
You make him a denizen of all nations, 
a contemporary of all ages. The world 
has been created for bit 











A “HAPPY CHRISTMAS.” 
Wane, as in duty bound, we wish our 
readers “A Happy Christmas and a 
prosperous Now Year,” wo feol that these 
annual salutations are gradually losing 
mnch of their old meaning. Thoy are 
sinking into the category of courteous 
forms, for no better reason than that 
we are Iearning to live so terribly in 
carnest that merriment bas become as 
it were an unclean thing, and prosper- 
ity bas acquired the meaning of victory 
in the struggle for precedence. Worse 
than this, childron themsclves are be- 





ginning to take » serious view of ex. 
istence, such as ought to be postponed 
for many a year to come. They arg 
old men and ‘women before their time 
and a Christmas article cannot) 
better expended than in protesting 
against such unnatural precovity, i, 
is true that now, as heretofore, the close. 
of the year brings with it charity ang 
hospitality, gatherings together of old 
friends, and thoughtful provision for 
tho wants of those whose lines havo 
fallen in difficult places. Bat we miss 
tho mirth and gaiety of early times 
when the approach of Christmas.tide 
turned old people young, and drove 
young people into ecstasies of delighted 
anticipation. We have the enting and 
drinking, the songs and toasts, the 
evergreen wreaths and the sacred 
tletoe, but the fan and frolic 
extinct as the mastodon or the mail. 
coach. We doubt that even in Eng. 
lish countryhouses the traditional cere. 
monies of the Lord of Misrule are still 
observed ; we kuow that in great cities 
they aro replaced by sedate and almost 
sombre entertainments, far removed 
from the boisterous revelry over which 
Fathor Christmas used to preside, 
‘The Christmas spirit has gouo out 
of people. Woe carry our cares and 
anxisties to bed and board, and 
are incapable of dropping them even 
in presence of the plum pudding 
aud tho punch bowl. Perhaps, it 
is in part that we have lost. the 
kuack of brewing punch, the beverage 
which Dickens aud Lever immortalised 
in prose, and Father Prout and ‘tho 
“Trish Whiskey Drinker” in polyglot 
verse, Tho delasive beverage that still 
bears the honoured name, has lost good 
qualities or gained bad, since tho days 
when Mr. Wardle’s guests assembled 
round Mr, Pickwick’s bed to assist 
him in drowning his rheumatism, No 
headaches, or after reminders moro 
serious still, used to atlend these pro- 
longed potations, which left the por- 
formers ready to recommence on tho 
morrow the pleasant transgressions of 
tho dey before. ‘The raco of ten 
tumbler men has quite or almost dis- 
appeared, and though we need not sigh 
over their vanished powers of absorp- 
tion, we cannot but regret the causes 
of our inability to emulate their con- 
quests. ‘The liquor may have de- 
generated, but tho greatest part of the 
change is in ourselves. And then, 
among the young in yoars wo look 
almost in vain for children. Sineo 
perverse ingenuity suggested the con- 
trivance of mechanical dolls and com- 
plicated machines to take the placo of 
simple toys, the abundant enjoyment 
that these used to afford has departed 
for ever. The scientific elaboration of 
toys, involving great increnso in their 
cost, makes it nowadays impossible for 
a man with a slender purse to fit out 
two or three children with what they 
consider their fair share of the contents 
of a toy shop. He might as well 
think of fitting out two or threo 
brides with jewellery. Indirectly, the 
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effect on children’s cbaracters is bad. 
The standard of value by which a 
present is judged, is too soon re- 
moved from the natural one of the 
amount of enjoyment that can be got 
ont of it, to the artificial one of its 
peanty and cost. Far be it from us to 
try to check the impalses whieh lead 
lovers of young people to make them 
happy at this senson by handsome aud 
appropriate gifts. Nor do we desire 
to moraliso on the tendencies of the 
age as displayed even in the means of 
amusement provided for children. But 
wo do note it as an accomplished and 
deplorable fact, that gennine fun and 
siaplo drollery are disnppearing from 
the world, expelled by artificial aud 
elaborate contrivances, suited, we sup- 
pose, to the nd vance of the age. This isto 
be seen in literature as well as in other 
fields. If we except a rarely occurring 
gleam of true humonr, the comic papers 
of to-day aro insipid when they are not 
imbecile. But the change is in the 
world itself, not only iu authors. Were 
the comic writers of the first half of 
the present century to revisit us, they 
would look in vain for the public which 
duving their brief reign enthusinstically 
stimulated their genius, Wit, humour, 
salire, have always commanded, and 
will to the end of time command, ad- 
miving audiences; but the few years 
that witnessed the triumphs of Hook, 
Barham, Lever, and perhaps half a 
dozen otbers, was the period during 
whieh of all other periods in litera 
fore, unadolterated fan stood in the 
highest esteem. What touched the 
public taste most successfully, owed 
nothing to political or religious or 
scandalous allusions; it was not moulded 
on Aristophanes or on Rabelais or on 
Plantus, each one of whom was droll 
with e purpose. It was the lighthearted 
outcome of light hearts, often witty and 
oven humourous, bat only soby accident. 
It was profitable neither for reproof nor 
for correction uor for instruction in 
righteousness, but it was nono the less, 
or, perhaps, all the more, enjoyable. 
‘The decay of this kind of literature is 
merely an index of the general tend- 
ency. We should be better off could 
we bring back the old apirit, and again 
find men past the first bloom of youth 
indulging in ebullitions of frolic. But 
wo ask for what is impossible. There 
is no such thing as leisure left in the 
world; and fan at so much a sheet, and 
drollery at so much the brondgrin, is 
but as the Janghter of fools—the 
crackling of thorns under a pot, As we 
regard this advancing sobriety of feel- 
ing with nothing less than dismay, we 
ean express no more kindly or season- 
able wish than that our readers may be 
able for a time to shake off their cares 
and anxieties, whatever they may be, 
and by example sprung of genuine 
good humonr, keop their contemporaries 
and their juniors still young in spite of 
the solemnity which threatens to creep 
over the most festive celebrations. 








crisis! 

We have already greeted our readers 
with cordial good wishes and ex- 
pressed a hope that “prosperity may 
be their page” in the year so soon 
to open upon us, The feelings with 
which we keep the festival of the 
Nativity now are very different from 
those with which our ancestors kept it. 
They gave themselves up to boisterous 
merry-making, aud indalged in all the 
riotous amusemeuts of a semi-barbarous 
age. The Yule Log crackled, the 
jester poured out his time-worn jokes, 
tho mummers played their autics, and 
the multitude did all they could to 
merit Burke's epithet of “swinish,” 
aud poured down their throats gallons 
of wine and ale. Attempts to bring 
back an admiration for this ancient and 
tumultuous jollity have beon frequently 
made, but these attempts have never 
been crowned with suceess ; indeed, they 
have been generally gaudy failures. 
Tho fact is that Christmas comes with 
very different messages to different 
people, and the sad notes are more 
audible than the merry ones to men 
who have entered upon middle life. 
But divested of some tinsel merriment 
and fictitious fan, the Old Feast does 
good, and we should be sorry if any 
revolution in popular feeling led to its 
being kept in a different fashion from 
that which at present obtains. Of 
course the age is so extremely artificial 
tbat attempts to’ return to the joyous 
abandon of an elder day are failures, 
bat we are all gainers by a holiday 
which has a religious aud a social 
aspect. Though the dwellers in this 
city community cannot complain of a 
lack of holidays, the Anglo-Saxon race 
generally look uncomfortable when they 
try to enjoy themselves heartily. ‘Tho 
gravity proper to their temper cannot 
be easily or often laid aside, but tho 
effort to lay it aside is useful, and 
it does everybody good to try to be 
in a cheerful humour with his fellow 
creatures and himself. Thus the family 
gatherings of home and the imitations 
of them which we contrive to make 
here, widen the sympathies and enlarge 
our hearts. We miss the cheerful peals 
of Church bells, the melody of “ The 
Waits,” the glittering transformation 
scenes of the Christmas pantomimes. 
We have no Boxing Day in China, but 
still the seasonable weather, the merry 
laughter of children Jaden with toys, 
the plam pudding with its lambent 
flame, the marvel of our infancy, and 
the general holiday feeling which pre- 
vails, produce a fair representation 
of the festival which Dickens and 
Washington Irving, and scores of minor 
humontists, have delighted to describe. 
‘There are those for whom these social 
aspects of Obristmas have no attrac- 
tion, or serve only to revive em- 
bittered memories, and these men usually 
take the opportunity to go up-country 
and try their fortune amongst the 
pheasmits. ‘The tramp across the Gelds, 
the accidents of sport, and the return 
to a snug dinner in one’s house-boat, 





invigorate bodies too long cramped in 
the offico and minds depressed by dis- 
astrous telegrams. So even to the 
inveterate bachelor,—Christmas does 
good, though he may prefer to scorn 
the observances of the season as senti- 
mental or silly. The journalist comes 
in for some of the benefits of the 
season and gets a couple of clear days, 
so after all old Father Yule brings 
boons to all sorts and conditions of men, 
and even in Far Cathay carries some 
benefactions in his wrinkled hands. 


EUORETIUS. 
‘Tne direction into which scientific workers 
lave of late years mainly turned their 
energies has suggested to many of them 
the advisability of a profound study of the 
first great extant teacher of the atomic 
theory of the universe. ‘Their allusions to 
Lucretius have in turn familiarised the 
minds of reading people with his name, 
and the smaller fry of critics are wont to 
speak of him alternately with admiration 
and contempt, according to the school to 
which they desire to affiliate themselves, 
But as such writers are more given to 
talk about Lucretius than to read him, it 
often happens that he is contemmed for 
what ho never taught, and admired for what 
he never dreamt of. In this article we pro- 
pose to sketch in the briefest possible way 
the main lines of physical speculation along 
which the mind of Lucretius travelled, and 
as far as may be we will give, not our idea of 
what he meant, but the very words of 
what he wrote. 

‘The basal proposition of ihe Luccetian 
philosophy is that never does anything 
spring from nothing. For if things sprang 
from nothing there would be no regularity 
in the successions of nature. Further, 
nothing ever returns to nothing, but even 
when apparently destroyed has only under- 
gone change of form or disruption into its 
primitive, invisible and self-existent cle- 
ments. Else the infinite time past must 
ere now have devoured everything, whereas 
we see that nature reconstructs one, thing 
out of another, and does not suffer any- 
thing to be born except at the expense of 
something else. But as matter is ever 
in motion, space must exist, and of these 
two—matter and space—whatever can be 
named is nothing but an insepavsble or « 
separable accident. ‘The elements of mattix 
are those ultimate indivisible part‘elce, or 
“atoms,” which as excluding void must be 
solid, impenetrable, unchangeable, inde- 
structible and everlasting ; but which by 
endless re-arrangements of their mutual 
positions and motions are capable of pro- 
‘ducing the various forms of organic and 
inorganic bodies. But as these atoms ate 
possessed of manifold and diverse potencies 
or qualities, or. as we shovld express it, 
are centres of force, they must have paris 
which, however, are inseparable from the 
whole, and are incapable of independent 
existence. Against this doctrine of minima, 
possessed of ni parts yet by. their juxta- 
position constructing and characterising 
the atom with its latent powers, reason 
protests ; yet. as something must be assumed, 








it is here that faith is summoned to the 
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rescue, The infinite variety of nature is 
not actually but potentially present in the 
elementary atoms of bodies. Thus milk 
is potentially present in grass, though it is 
its elements arranged in a differént order 
that are actually so. Streams and leaves 
and pastures change into herds, which 
change their substance into human bodies, 
and these often into wild birds and beasts, 
nature transforming all foods into living 
bodies, just as she dissolves dry logs into 
flames. Passing on to consider the limits 
of the universe, it is clear that whatever is 
bounded must be bounded by something, 
which something is part of the universe 
of things, ‘There can therefore be no- 
thing outside the universe to limit it, 
and therefore also no force can change, 
Jessen or ‘destroy the “sum of sums” 
whereof our heaven and earth form an 
inconceivably small fraction. ‘The philo- 
sopher looks beyond the limits of the world 
and sees in the boundless resources of nature 
sufficient reason to assume as self-evident 
the existence of a plurality of worlds in- 
habited by sentient beings. Within this 
infinite universe of space and matter, atoms 
and masses driven through chaos by innate 
force amd by mutual impact hither and 
thither along converging lines during in- 
finite ages, after trying every possible com- 
bination aud motion compatibis with their 
rolative weights, have finally fallen into 
their present order. But though atoms 
are thus in constant movement, yet is their 
motion not sensible until the accumulation 
of small motions forms coarser aggregates. 
‘That motions are not rigidly controlled by 
nw is manifest from the phenomena of the 
will, for the mind is sensible of its ability 
to struggle against outward forces and often 
to overcome them. Now things from 
without influonce the mind by affecting 
the senses in diverse ways, and as all the 
aenses are resolvable into touch, either im- 
mediate or mediate by means of images, 
elementary atoms must differ widely one 
from another in size and shape. Yet are 
the different shapes finite in number, and 
therefore the number of each shape infinite. 
An innate law determines the order in 
which elemental bodies unite into masses 
cohering in various ways and in various 
degrees of solidity according to the shape 
of the elements and the amount of space 
intervening between the constituent atoms. 
The secondary qualities of such masses de- 
pend also upon the shape and mode of 
aggregation of the elements. To all this 
the senses directly bear testimony, or afford 
support by legitimate inference. It would 
be vain and foolish to doubt them, for to. 
what could we then refer, or what surer 
test of truth and falsehood do we possess 
than their evidenco? Life itself is but the 
condition under which bodies of matter 
are found when, dispersed from former 








arrangements, they recombine in such aj 


manner as to beget living creatures. And 
though this recombination may in the 
course of immeasurable ages occur over 
and over again in the same order, self-con- 
sciousness once completely interrupted 
there is an end of personal identity. That 
sense and intellect in the living being—the 
soul which permeates the whole body, the 
mind. which is sheltered in some retired 








nook—are parts of the being itself, and 
depend only upon the appropriateness of 
the combination of non-living elements, is 
proved by the effect of a blow or an illness 
severe enough to abolish the bodily senses 
and mental power, yet which ean only in 
reality disorder the arrangement of material 
particles. The phenomena of dranken- 
ness and sleep point to the same conclu- 
sion. Men gradually formed families and 
developed the domestic virtues along with 
compassion for the weak ; they gathered 
into communities and forged bonds of faith 
and friendship ; they became tinged with 
ambition and formed commonwealths, 
ruled by kings and guarded by cities and 
citadels. ‘Then wealth was discovered, and 
envy in its train, which quickly stripped 
honour alike from the strong and the 
beautiful. Language, whereby alone all 
this could take place, came naturally to men 
as soon as convenience prompted them to 
indicate objects always by the same vocal 
sounds. Meanwhile many races of animals, 
insufficiently protected by skill or courage 
or speed, or by the care of mankind, died 
out, having fallen a prey to others more 
richly endowed or more useful to man. 
Thus the changes which we call destruction 
have all along occurred coutemporancously 
with the changes which we call birth and 
life ; and then, too, in spite of the bounty 
and energy which nature everywhere dis- 
plays, the end of the visible world is already 
shadowed forth. It is ever being stormed 
by constant blows from without; each of 
its conditions is but a phase leading into 
another ; disintegrating forces are visibly 
at work everywhere within it, end its walls 
must sooner or Jater crumble. 

Such, without comment, are the positive 
utterances of Lucretins in regard to the 
origin of things. Like all physicso-meta- 
physical teaching, it is largely made up of 
‘assumptions, We have purposely refrained 
from commonplaces about its anticipatioas 
of modern theories. But some limit had 
to be set, and nowhere was this limit 
so irksome as where it cut short the 
ingenious arguments against the immor- 
tality of the soul contained in the third 
book. And, finally, we have said nothing 
about the life of the man himself, although 
his sad and stormy history, or so much as 
we possess of it, throws much light upon 
his work. It is most accessible in the 
recently published volume of Ancient 
Classics for English Readers (Lucnerwws, by 
W. H. Maztock), which, however, we 
know of only through reviews. 














@utports. 


‘TIENTSIN. 


Our correspondent writes Since sending 
my last, reporting the execution of au 
expectant Prefect for preferring charges 
against HE, the Viceroy of malfeaéance in 
ofiice, which charges, it is said, were found 
in the examination to be wholly false, I 
have been told that these charges were 
made by eleven different officials, all of 
whom held the rank of (Expectant) Prefect 
or Taotai. ‘they were remanded to Pav- 
ting-fu, to the jurisdiction of Governor Li 
himself, for examination, and being found 
guilty of making false ‘accusstions, were 
sentenced and sent to different places for 





execution. If the above statements are 
correct, they are significant. 

Tt has been very cold since yesterday, 
and there is a good deal of floating ice in 
the river. A few more such days and 
nights will close it fast. 

12th December. 








CUEFOO. 

Once more with the arrival of winter we 
have to record a shipwreck in this neigh. 
bourhood. ‘The British barque Ada, Capt, 
Douglas, was coming in, by the Southem 
passage, in ballast, from Swatow, and when 
only about seven miles from the Inner Har- 
bour went on shore in Lung Mén Bay. The 
Captain, who is a stranger here, seems 
to have been overcome by this misadven. 
ture, aud though s. fine day occurred after 
news of the accident had reached this, when 
H.MLS. Moorken went to render assistance 
there was no responsible persor:to be found 
about the ship. In the latter part of the 
day the gunboat retuned, and afterwards a 
succession of rough weather set in. ‘There 
seems little doubt that had proper measures 
been promptly taken the ship might have 
been got off without any very serious 
damage. ‘The wreck was sold by auction 
for £4,650, and the purchaser or purchasers 
have even now some hopes of getting her 
off. A naval court of enquiry into the 
circumstances attending the shipwreck was 
held, and resulted in the suspension of tho 
Captain's certificate for nine months, 

‘Who Road Committee, having exhausted 
all the funds, have hit upon a_lotter 
scheme, and it is proposed to hold semi- 
annual drawings. ‘The first drawing is 
announced to take place ut the Club on the 
Bist December. ‘One hundred tickets are 
to be issued at $5 each, and the proceeds 
appropriated as follows, viz :—§350 is given 
in prizes of $100, 675, £60, $28, $5 of S10 
and 10 and $5, and the balance to be devoted 
to the Road Funds. Nearly 100 tickets are 
already subscribed for. 

‘A short time ago we were roused at 
an early hour in the morning by an alarm 
of fire, It occurred in the store at the 
foot of Consulate Road, ocoupied by Messrs, 
Smith & Co.; but thanks to the absence of 
wind and the keen scent of a house-boy 
who gave the alarm, we were enabled to 
subdue the flames before any very serious 
damage was done, How the fire originated 
isa mystery, and an enquiry at the Con- 
sulate failed to elicit any information as to 
the cause. All that is known is that the 
fire broke out between the ceiling and the 
roof, near the rooms used as counting 
house and bedroom. 

We ought to get up a fire brigade some- 
how ; though the foreign residents, with 
the natives under their command, are very 
energetic, without any organisation, when 
called upon in case of emergency. 

‘There is no further news of the Chefoo 
icehouse. The weather is such as to 
gladden the hearts of some old-fashioned 
English people. It is as seasonable as could 
be wished for—about 9 inches of snow on 
the ground and a prospect of more ere the 
*Xmas festivities are over. 

‘That business is dull needs scarcely to be 
mentioned, and there are three ships in 
harbour out of ten that have “got no 
work to do,” 

28rd Dec. 























NINGPO. 

On the 23rd instant, the ordinary jog-trot 
existence of this Outport was pieasantly 
enlivened by a musical and literary en- 
tertainment in aid of the funds of the 
Reading Room Club. Various ladies and 
gentlensen of the community Jent a willing 
aid to ensure success to this, the first, may 
we hope, of a series of pleasant evenings. 
Notzbly, may be mentioned, a member of 
the Shanghai A.D.C., whose rendering of 
“ Jack's Yarn "and “I fear no foo” elicited 
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qnthusiasticencoresfromtheaudience. Some 

s were given with great taste 
Sidexpression. In spite of the inclemency 
Of the weather, the attractive programme, 
Ghich the active committee had sicceeded 
jn producing, filled every seat in the large 
digs of the Customs, in which the Com- 
jrissioner had kindly allowed the perform- 





of the readii 


ance to take place. 





antoy. 


‘According to the Amoy Gazette, the an- 
cient craft of Masonry would seem to be 
flourishing greatly in this Southern port. 
‘The following ofticers were installed on the 
evening of the 10th instant for the Tonic 


‘and Corinthian Lodges of Amoy :-— 


Towtc. 


T. D, Boyd 
HL A. Giles 








G, Henningsen 
J. G, Cass 
N. Moalle 


Junior do. 
Inner Guard. 
















J. Mesny 

A, Leigh. Worshipful Master. 

W. do St. Groix...Senior Warden. 
Junior do. 
‘Treasurer and Organist. 
Secretary. 


Senior Deacon, 


J.B. Penrose 
J. Mesny 


‘The ceremony of consecration was per- 
formed at 5.30 p.m, on the evening of the 
1lth by soveral District Grand Officers 
from Hongkong ; and at 8. p.m. there was 
a Masonic banquet at the Club, which the 
Gazette, in its succeeding number, says 
‘rill long be remembered in the annals of 
festivity as connected with the port of 
‘Amoy. Covers were laid in the auditorium 
of the theatre for a large number of diners 
who met together on that evening to cele- 
rate one more triumph of Masonry, and 
to do honour to some distinguished masons, 
officers of the District Grand Lodge of 
Hongkong, who had come up specially to 
assist in the various ceremonies consequent 
upon the foundation of the Zonic and Cor- 
inthian lodges of Amoy. At half past 
eight pan, evergthing was ready.; and the 
company, resplendent. in the jewels and 
general tegalia of their Order, fell upon 
the tompting viands which were rapidly 
set before them, The evening, it is almost 
needless to say, was spent in thorough 
harmony and good fellowship. Worshipful 
Brother T. D. Boyd, chairman elect, was 
unfortunately prevented by iliness ‘from 
being present, and his placo was taken by 
Worshipful Brother H. 28. Sidford. 

On the morning of ;the 17th instant, a 
shock of earthquake was experienced at 
Amoy, the vibration lasting for about ten 
seconds. 

After four months’ continued collec! 
of offerings by the people of almost every 
part of Amoy, some tens of thousands of 
men, women and children proceeded on 
the 12th instant, to the renowned temple 
of Ong Hia Kong at Ching Na Bé, where 

not less than thirty to forty thousand 
dollars were foolishly lavished. A very 
imposing procession took place zt the above 
village, attended by not less than 20,000 
poople, which began at noon and terminated 
at 6,30 p.m. by the burning of a splendid 
model junk, valued at about one thousand 
dollars, ‘The above feast is celebrated once 
every three years. ‘The expenses incurred 
for the procession under notice could not 
have been less than from three to four 
thousand dollars. 




















roocrow. 

The Herald understands that Yue Kwan, 
late Provincial Treasurer of Honan, has 
been appointed Governor of this province. 
His Excellency is a Manchu, and is spoken 
of by the natives as an official of conciliatory 
disposition. Wu, the late acting Governor, 
resumes the Commissionership at Mamoi 
Arsenal, where it is to be hoped he will 
remain, and, in comparative retirement, 
cogitate on the silliness of féng-shui-ism 
and the moral and political crime of in- 
cendiarism. Wu, it will be remembered, 
was Governor at the time of the Wu-shih- 
shan riot, on wich occasion he afforded 
by his masterly mactivity a striking illus- 
tration of that indifference to law and 
order of which so msny Chinese officials 
are capable whenever it suits their purpose 
to foment an anti-foreign movement. As 
head of the Mamoi Arsenal, His Excel- 
lency has a brilliant opportunity of con- 
verting that Franco-Chinese bungle into 
something more than an establishment for 
the squandering of public money. 

Few of Her Majesty’s public servants in 
China have earned 2 better title to the 
sympathy of their fellow-countrymen than 
the late Mr. Mayers, of Her’ Britannic 
‘Majesty's Consular Service ; and nono have 
ever left a stronger claim on the public 
generosity. The deceased gentleman worked 
untiringly in the public interest, and be- 
queathed to all a mass of information con- 
cerning this huge empire that must prove 
of unfailing interest and value in the future. 
Called away ere he had reached his zenith, 
and before he could provide adequately 
for his widow and children, it has, we 
understand, been suggested ‘to his num- 
erous friends and admirers in the Far East 
to make some supplementary provision for 
these now sorrowing companions of his 
latter days. A Memorial Fund has, we 
are glad to observe, been started by a few 
friends at Shanghai and Hongkong, to 
which nearly Tis. 1,500 has been already 
subscribed, and we are informed that 
further contributions will be received by 
the Oriental Bank Corporation. 

Another shock of earthquake was ex- 
perienced throughout the Settlement on the 
U7th instant, at about 4.30a.m, ‘The oscil- 
lationlasted for rather more than 30seconds, 
being of somewhat shorter duration and 
of milder character than the disturbance 
noticed a few weeks ago. 





HONGKONG, 


‘The Daily Press is given to understand 
that a large quantity of spurious Angostura 
bitters has been placed on the market in 
Hongkong, and is now offered for sale by 
many Chinese dealers. Purchasers will 
therefore do well to be on their guard. 
The Chinese make no secret as to where 
they have obtained it—There will be a 
general feeling of regret writes the Press, 
at the departure by the Calcutta steamer, 
en route for England, of Mr. J. H. Scott, 
managing partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Butterfield and Swire. A residence of 
several years in China and Japan, coupled 
with arduous and conscientious attention 
to business, has so impaired Mr. Scott's 
health as unfortunately to compel him to 
recruit it by a year’s furlough at home. 
Few men could be regretted more, and the 
colony can ill afford to lose him, even for 
asingle year. As a merchant of the best 
type, and as a citizen who has ever been 
foremost in promoting the interests of the 
places he has lived in, whether in his 
private or public capacity, Mr. Scott has 
become most deservedly popular, and +e 
are sure that the community generally will 
join with us heartily in wishing him bon 
wyage and a safe return in restored health. 
The China Mail of the 16th inst. writes 
that to all appearance they were likely 
to have in Hongkong gemuine Christmas 
weather in the holiday times, and blazing 
fires would be the order of the day, but in 











these uncertain latitudes it is indeed hard to 
say what a day or an hour may bring forth. 
—His Excellency the Governor has been 
pleased to add the following gentlemen to 
the Commission of the Peace for the 
Colony of Hongkong :—The Honourable 


‘T. C. Hayllar, Q.C., the Honourable ©. B. 


Plunket, Hugh Bold Gibb, J. A. 
Scott, Esq., E. E. Sassoon, Bsq., D. A. J. 
Crombie, Esq., J. G. T. Hassell,’ Esq., J. 
J. Francis, Ng. Achoy, Esq., W. Stanley 
Adams, Esq., M.D., Samuel Barf, Esq., 
and E. Bowdler, Esq.—TheSpanish steamer 
Emuwy, which arrived at Hongkong on the 
15th inst. from Manila, brought no ue'vs of 
the missing steamer Madagascar, and the 
Mail is now almost inclined to fear that she 
must have shared the fate of the unfor- 
tunate Pardo, which, it will be remem- 
bered, disappeared inthe same mysterious 
manner without the slightest trace being 
left of her. It is, however, hoped that in 
the case of the Madagascar, nothing worse 
has happened than a thorough break down. 
—HLE. the Governor and Mrs, Hennessy 
visited the Basel Mission School on the 
16th inst. The examination of the Girls’ 
School was held on the same day by the 
Acting Inspector of Government. Schools, 

His Excellency took an active part in the 
proceedings, and was much pleased to see 
that the girls had a knowledge of Chinese 
by ‘the Roman ag, well as ‘the Chinese 
character, Mrs. Hennessy examined the 
needle-work, and the Governor dictated 
characters to be written in Romanized and 
Chinese form, after which he asked ques- 
tions and received satisfactory answers from. 
the girls relative to the history of the world. 
‘The girls sang one or two hymns, and 
finished up with a doxology to the tune of 
“God save the Queen.” Mr. and Mrs, 
Hennessy then wont over the establishment, 

the dormitories and dining-room, expressed 
themselves highly pleased at what they had. 
seen and left the school after having wished 
every success to the institution. The Basel 
School is certainly a pattern of simplicity, 
order, and cleanliness ; and the training there 
received is of the soundest and most healthy, 
kind ; so that His Excellency and Mrs. 
Hennessy have done well in encouraging 
the work of one of the oldest and most 
respected Protestant Missionaries in South- 
China. 

The Daily Press, writing on tho defences 
of Hongkong, says :—The possibility of 
war between England and Russia is by no 
means remote. Should these countries 
engage in hostilities, the China Seas would 
be the scene of naval conflicts ; the large 
fleet of British steamers trading in these 
waters would be a tempting prey for Russian 
cruisers, and were Hongkong insufficiently 
protected we might be visited by a few of 
the Czar’s men-of-war. When, in the early 
part of the year, war sppenred imminent, 

tteries wore rapidly thrown up at various 
points for the protection of the harbour, 
and these could now, almost at 2 day’s 
notice, be placed on’a working footing, 
thus setting the gunboats at liberty for the 

rotection of the shipping on the coast. 
he work then carried out reflects great 
credit on the different officers concerned, 
Engineer, Artillery, and Ordnance. Com: 
missary-General Moore in particular is 
deserving of great praise. That officer, 
with his small staff, was at’ work early and 
late, frequently, we believe, until nearly 
midnight, and ‘it was mainly by their 
exertions that the work was executed in so 
expeditious a manner. Mr. Moore was in 
indifferent health at the time, and the 
hard work which then fell upon him no 
doubt contributed 1 hing on the illness 
which necessitated his taking sick leave, 
He has now, we are glad to notice, returned 
from Japan in his usual health, and will be 
ready, should necessity unfortunately arise, 
to take his share in the mounting of any 
number of batteries. The services rendered 
by him in the early part of the year were 
reported upon in high terms by Colonel 
(now Major-General) Bassano, who was 
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then in command of the iroops, and he and 
the officers serving under him were specially 
commended by the Surveyor-General of 
Ordnance. The expression of this approval 
was no empty compliment, but one richly 
deserved, ‘The removal of the large guns 
to the different batteries, especially those 
at Kowloon and at Stonecutter’s Island, 
was a work requiring considerable adminis- 
trative ability and technical skill, especially 
as many of the ordinary appliances for re- 
moving heavy guns were wanting here and 
had to be replaced by extempore con- 
trivances. It is satisfactory to know that 
we possess officers well qualified to look 
ater the defence of the Colony should 
Engiand at any time unfortunately be in- 
volved in war.” 





SINGAPORE. 


There is no news whatever from the 
Peninsuia and nothing further has trans- 
pired regarding the Dindings tragedy. The 

nang Gacctle says Mr. Low, HLM. 
Rosident in Perak, has been working hard 
to bring the criminals to justice. 

A cricket match, Seotsmen v. ‘The World, 
was played on the Esplanade on St. Ai 
arew’s Day, the Band of H.M. 28th Re- 
giment performing during the game. The 
first innings were in favour of the Scotch- 
amen, and the match was to be concluded 
on the following Saturday. 

Some idea of the inercase in the value of 
land here may be gathered from the fact 
that several lots at Tanjong Paggar sold at 
auction a day or two ago at from 50 to 76 
cents per square foot, equal to $20,%:6 
to $30,000 per acre, ‘This same land ‘war 
bought a few years ago from the Enss 
India Company for one rupeo 15 acres (sic.) 

‘At an extraordinary general meeting of 
the Telegraph Company in London, on the 
4th inst, it was resolved to lay a duplicate 
cable forthwith between Penang and Port 
Darwin. The manufacture of the cable will 
be proceeded with at once. 

We learn” says the Ceylon Times of the 
2isé November, ‘that a Coffee Company 
is in contemplation for the purpose of tak- 
ing up land in the State of Johore and culti- 
vating it with Coffee of both varieties, and 
probably other products. ‘The accredited 
representative of the company willl proceed 
to Singapore, en route for Johore, by the 
next P. and O, steamer, in company with 
Mr. Buchan. ‘It is not expected that the 
first blocks of forest will command more 
than Rs, 10 per acre."”—Straits Times. 

















‘YIADIVOSTOCK. 

Designs are being drawn up at the 
Russian Admiralty for the construction of 
a dock at Viadivostock. As at present 
constituted, the dockyards on the Pacific 
Station afford very inadequate accommioda- 
tion for the reception and repair of vessels ; 
and, in consequence, if any injury happen 
to the hulls of the men-of-war under Ad- 
miral Puzino's flag, they have to proceed 
to China or Japan to be docked. Some of 
the Russian papers consider it a fortunate 
circumstance that Japan should be making 
such progress with her naval armaments, 
and assert that the excellent dock at Yoko- 
hama and the abundance of coal and pro- 
visions to be found there, wonld make the 
port an excellent place of call for cruisers 
m the event of war. 





Peking Gazettes. 


ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 

October 23rd.—(1) Hii Shumming #4 
iige4 is appointed a sub-Director of the 
Grand Court of Revision. 


JC) A, decree, ordering « grant of 300 
piculs of millet to be made to the two nan 





el’ang, ox sleeping houses for casuals, in 
the city of Peking. 

(8) A decree consenting to an application 
from the Censor for the western division of 
the metropolis, for an annual grant of 300 
piculs of millet to a Mahommedan refuge, 
and a refuge for casuals recently established 
in the western part of Peking. 

(4) Memorial from Shan Lien, late 
Superintendent of Customs at Kalgan, sub- 
mitting a return of the duties collected by 
him during his year of office. The amounts 
are as follows :-— 


Collected by 
on his behalf. 





‘The regular annual assessment for the 
Kalgan station is Taels 60,361, so_ that 
allowing Taels 2,128 for the strings of cash, 
which gives a total of Taels 37,091, the col- 
lection falls short of the assessment by 
Taels 23,470, for a portion, of which deficit 
list’s predecessor’ is responsible. 
Ho would respectfully explain with refer- 
ence to these Ggures that tea from the 
South and skins and leather from Kiahta 
are the principal articles of export and 
import respectively from which the revenue 
of the Kalyan station is derived, and next 
to these comes the tax on animals. In 
former years the whole of the trade was 
carried on by Chinese merchants, but of 
late the export of tea has passed almost 
entirely into Russian hands, and as, under 
; the regulations, it is passed freo of duty 
| when exported by them, the result is that 
| Chinese speculators have gradually fallen 
' off and the Customs receipts have been cor- 
respondingly reduced. ‘The distress in the 
Northern provinees has also been the cause 
of a falling off of revenue consequent on 
commercial depression, and the only branch 
upon which there has been a slight increase 
of receipts is the cattle trade. (For decree 
see Gazette of Sth October.) 

October 24th.—(1) A decree appointing 
Trung Tsitn-han ff AE Be tothe Censor- 


ship of the central division of the metro- 
polis. 

(2) Chéng Ts'ao-ju BI BE kur is ap- 
pointed Customs Taotai at ‘Nentsin. 

(8) Joint memorial from the ‘Tartar- 
General at Hangchow, the Governor of 
Chékiang, and tho Manchu Brigade-General 
at Hangchow, reporting the capture of one 
Chéng ‘P'ing, alias Jung Fuh, an ex- 
bannerman, who had created a disturbance 
in a tea ‘shop in Hangehow and had 
afterwards absconded. (See Gazettes of 
15th June and 3rd September.) Detec- 
tives ‘were sent after him, and he was 
finally arrested by a cavalry soldier 
in the Shang-yuan district in Kiangsu, the 
‘Magistrate of which district sent him on to 
Hangehow for trial. ‘The following is the 
account. of the affair:—Chén Ting, alias 
Jung Fuh, was a bannermin attached to 
the ‘T8-chowr garrison in Shantung, who was 
ruck off ‘the roll some years ago for 
absenting himself without permission and 
went to Hangchow to start a small business. 
Ha Shan-pao, T’o K’o-shan, and Ki P= 
sén were soldiers in the Manchu’ garrison 
at Hangchow and acquaintances of Chéng 
Ting, “At the end of last year Cheng Ting 
went to a tea shop in a neighbourhood 
known as Lien kiao and tried to buy three 
catties of tea on credit, but the shop- 
man refused to sell him any on those 
terms, and he left the shop in a rage 
vorring vengeance on the proprietor. On the 
following day he returned to the shop, and, 
tendering three dollars, said he wished to 
buy some tea which must be made up into 
three thousand packets. ‘The shopman, 
seeing that his intention was to provoke a 
disturbance, spoke to him in a conciliatory. 
manner, but Chéng Ting struck the counter 
with his hand and began to use abusive 
language, whereupon the shopman canght 

































‘hold of him and threatened to send him in 
to the authorities. At this moment Ha 
Shan-pao and the other men whose name, 
are given above passed by, and seeing what 
‘was going on came to the assistance of their 
friend. A struggle ensued, and Cheng 
T’ing, who had freed himself from the gra p 
of the shopman, drew a sword or knife t 
‘had upon him and struck the shopman wi 
the back of it, inflicting injury upon his 
arm and right leg. 
the shop, but their 





His friends came inte 
advance was impeded 
by another shopman who was struck by one 
of them with a piece of wood that was 
j| ing Bandy. A romd of people from 


the street now began to assemble and a 
general hubbub prevailed, in the conse 
of which the tepuo arrived, when the 
crowd dispersed and Chéng ‘Ming and his 
friends decamped. ‘The former concealed 
himself in Ha Shan-pao's house, but when 
he heard the police were after him he 
absconded, and for a time could not be 
found, though his companions were arrested, 
His guilt having been clearly established 
upon examination after his arrests, the 
only thing remaining was to pass sentence, 
and the law laying down that “ferocious 
and wicked bullies who on_ repeated 
occasions have been guilty of acts of 
folence and done personal injury without 
cause or provocation, such injury’ being in- 

putably proved by yoneral knowledge and 
testimony, shall bo banished to the farther 
frontier, such frontier being fully 4,000 Ii 
distant,” it is now proposed to inflict this 
penalty upon Chéng Ting, who will bo 
beaten with one hundred blows upon arrival 
at his destination and have the four char. 
acters yen chang kai fu banishment 
changed to a pestilential place” tattocd 
upon his check. - Ha Shan-pao and the 
others will be banished for three years and 
receive one hundred blows, which is one 
degroe milder than the penalty awarded to 
the chief aggressor.—Referred to the Board . 
of Punishments. 

October 25th.—No documents of import. 
ance. 

October 26th—(1) A decree conferring 
honorary rewazds’ upon certain military 
officers in Hupeh, who were instrumental in 
the capture of fugitive banditti from Honan, 

(2) A decree. ‘Tho Censor Li ‘ling: 
hiao having memorialised that at a plice 
called Fan-k’ou in Hupeh there were 
cortain dykes and sluices [the existence 
of which] is important to agricultural in- 
terests as well as to human life, and that 
the officer sent to inspect these dykes 
had not sent in a true report,” At 
his solicitation We directed P'éng Yii-lin to 
proceed to the place and carefully in- 
spectthem. He now reports that the dykes 
and sluices at Fan-k’ou are of the gravest 
importance to the life and landed property 
of the people occupying the country ad- 

ing the lake, and that the large em- 
fankmeat 40° 26'in length, ranning from 
Po-shan to Fan-k’ou, must’ be at once re- 
paired, and a fresh ‘embankment of a ti in 
sth’ must be made above Po-shan. ‘That 
stone sluice inside of Fan-k’ou must also 
be replaced, and certain other works under- 
taken, all of which will be done by the peo- 
ple aé their own expense under official pro- 

ion and support. The above-mentioned 
having ascertained that the dykes and 
sluices at the place in question have a 
beneficial influence on the revenue of the 
country as well as upon human life, while 
they do not materially damaye the in- 
terests of the fishing and trading population, 
the conflicting interests ought naturally to 
be weigied one against the other, and, 
proferenve being given to the more weighty, 
the necessary repairs be proceeded with. 
In accordance, then, with what has been 
requested, let Li Han-chang and the others 
concernel give directions to their sub- 
ordinates to put the matter in hand at once, 
and to prevent any interference on the part 
of the people of the ocality affected. The 
works here undertaXen are sanctioned on 
account of their being necessary under 
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the peculiar circumstances of the case, but 
the sanction now given is noi to be. looked 
upon. as a precedent for similar demands 
jrother places. Yuan Kis-fu and the other 
Yitigious rascals, whose names are enumi- 
‘erated, will be arrested and punished with 
the utmost severity, and a report will be 
made to Us of the extent to which the 
faxes should be remitted in the district 
affected by the expenses attendant npon the 
yopair of these dy%ee, and the floods that 
their delapidated condition has caused. 





(@) A decree snmmoning to Peking the 
Genoral of the ‘Téng-chow Brigade in 
Shantung, whom the Governor reports to 
be unsuited to that particular post. 





Public Meetings. 


MUNICIPAL CoUNCIL, 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 16th December, 
1878, at 9.30 o'clock a'm, 

Prosont Besar, J. Hatt (chairman), 
G. J. W, Cowie, P. G. Hubbe, E. H 
Tavers, E. G. Low, R. Mackenzie, Geo. 
Withers, and the Secretary. 

The Minutes of the provious meeting are 
read, confirmed, signed, and passed for 
publication. 

The Cash Statement, for the weck ending 
Mth instant, is submitted for inspection, 
and cheques for sundry accounts are signed, 

















Amusements, 





CLUS CONCORDIA WEDERTAFEL UND 
| THEATER VBREIN, 


The clever Amateur Dramatic Corps of 
the Club Concordia gave a performance on 
‘Thursday night before a crowded house— 
ihe number of guests invited being slightly 
more than suflicient to fill the attractive 
and comforvable little theatre. ‘The piece 
selected was entitled “Der Veilchenfresser” 
—(Violet-eater)—the argument of which, as 
those not acquainted with German were 
courteously informed by the excellent 
translation presented, ran as follows 


‘Victor von Berndt, Lieutenant of+ Hussa 
a well-known lady killer, is renowned for h 
extravagance in sending enormous bouquets to 
his favorite lady-friends, and as he frequently 
avlects heuquets of violets, the old General, 
whose Aide-de-camp he is, ¢ the nick: 
name of ‘Veilchenfreaser” (Violet-eater.)— 
Hiy aunt, Frau von Berndt, desirous of coa: 
him into matrimony, thinks of a suitable 
match in the person of Valeska, the daughter 
of the Colonel von Rembach. Fran von 
Borudt is very anxious tointroduceherNephew 
on the occasion of a call, which the young lady 
in expected to make at her house, but Victor 
escapes aud Valeska meets instead Reinhardt 
vou Feldt, who is already greatly emitten with 
her attractions. His love seems to be reci- 
Proosted, but being as bashful as be is ti 

1¢ has not yet dared to unfold the secreci 
huis heart to Ler whom he so fervently loves. 

The First Act concludes with an Evening 
Party, at which Frau von Perodt enter 
hier numerous friends. ‘The conversation of 
the evening runs upon the rumours which 
have beon ‘set afloat about a lady-friend 
ef Frau yon Berndt, introduced in these 
ciroles by Sophie von Wildenbeim, arich young 
widow. Victor, learning how groundless 
these slanders are, takes the part of the lady, 
and constituting himself the defender of 30 
much virtue and innocence, a serious conflict 
ensues, and Victor throws the gauntlet to one 
of the guests, to whom the origin of the 
calumny cau be traced. In consequence of 
the challinge and the duel which follows, 
Victor is cordemned to four weeks’ imprison- 
ment in a fortress. Colonel von Rembach is 
the commander of this fortress, and it 0 hoy 
pens that on the day of Victor’s arrival 
& ball is given by Valeska’s father. For 
obvious reagons Reinhardt has chosen the 















































{whom it bas been’ destin 





place for going throagh his military 
service, but he is still hesitating with his 
declaration. He intends, however, to band 
over to Valeska in the course of the 
evening a bouquet, to which a ribbon is 
attached with the words “I love you” 
upon it. Victor, faithful to his own fancies, 
gets hold of this bouquet, and unaware 
of the dangerous inscrijtion, offers it to 
the bewitching widow, Sophie von Wilden- 
biem. On being acquainted by Reinhardt 
ith the ingenious idea of the inscription on 
the ribhon, Victor is very anxious to remove 
the said ribbon from the nosegay, as in the 
hands of the ww it might lead to serious 
misunderstandit mucceeded 
i ing it away, he offers it to Valeska, for 
‘He purposes to 
give it iu the name of his friend Reinhardt, 
But the Colonel di 
intends, on an appro: 
to remonstrate severely 
wanton behaviour, During his confinement 
Victor is fortunate enough to receive visite 
from three Indies, Valeska comes to explain 
away a quarrel between Victor and her 
father; Sophie is anxious to ask his 
pardon for having teased and injured bir, 
and the dear old aunt comes to see that 
her pet nephew does not suffer any privations 
during his confinement, Reinbardt is seen 
taking an active part on the parade ground of 
the Citadel, being taught the quick step and 
drilled like'a common soldier. In the fourth 
act a general meeting of the different parties 
takes place at the country seat of Sophie von 
Wildenheim, consequent upon an invitation 
which this Indy has addressed to them, Frau 
vou Berndt, thinking to plead her nephew's 
with Valeska (without, howover, men- 
tioning names) precipitates ‘tho declaration, 
which Reinhardt is now bold enough to make, 
and the lovesick couple are able to avow 
at last, how dearly they love each other ; a 
‘awect embrace unites them forlife. Thescene 
to the private room of Frau von 
Berndt at the country soat of Sophie; the 
former being about to retire to her night rest, is 
sited by tholatter, whobrings hor aaightesp, 
juncture 'the Colonel, enamoured 
‘the widow, and determined to declare 
himself her suitor, quite unexpectedly appears, 
purposing to entreat rau von Berndt to ask 
the lovely widow's hand for him.  Sophi 
hiding behind a screen, unwillingly hears that 
the Colonel, anxious to re-entorintomatrisaony, 
jes her to keep his house, and to nurse 
him, when he is suffering from his attacks of 
gout. This, of course, decides the fate of 
such a wooer. Victor, now atriving from the 
fortress, euters his aunt’s room through the 
balcony, and impetuously relates how deeply 
rooted ‘ond siucere is his love for the 
charming young widow, and that the hap- 
piness of his life depends’ upon his succeeding 
in winning her affection and her hand. 30- 
phie, who bas been the involuntary auditor 
of Victor's confessions, which also took his 
aunt by surprise, now steps forward from 
behind the screen. This causes a by no 
means iuconsiderable embarrassment to all 
present, but ou Victor going down on his 
knees, the widow accepts him as her future 
lord. 'It is needless to say that the Colonel's 
face is growing rather long to the conclusion, 
when he finds how successfully he bas been 
cut out by his more lucky rival the “ Veil- 
chenfreseer. 
‘The following comprised the cast 
Overst_ von Rembach, Command- 
fant einer Festing.. 
tee 
Brut tou Bede: 
Vietor von Beradi 




















































































Terr Mosjs Kalisch, 
Fal, Riles 


» Reni 
Frau Steinhauer, 


deren Neffe «1 Herz Chonflear, 
Reinhardt vou Feld, Heferendarius |, Rienzi. 
Fran von Belling, Fria Kauai, 
Here von Goleweti. ‘Hers Rotblack, 
Here von Schlegel » Briddelfitz, 


»» Langbein, 
Fil Stram, 
Herr Kuno, 
oy Obotrit, 
3 Gaboon. 
3 Johann, 
% Schellack, 


















Diener Bet Prau Von Wildeabeiti- 
‘The acting was good throushout, the 
four acts being played without a hitch of | Chi 


any consequence. ‘The mounting, too, was 
admirable ; the stage appointments being 
appropriate to a degree. Of the costumes, it 
is impossible to speak too highly, not only 
on account of their completeness, but also 





for their variety and richness ; and we feel 





sure that all present enjoyed themselves 
immensely, not excepting those to whom 
the language was either wholly or partially 
unintelligible, 

At the conclusion, the actors received a 
unanimous recall, with which th 
plied, and were loudly applauded. 

‘The accompanying music was played by 
a capital Amateur string and flute band, 
under thé direction of Mr. Iburg, Mr. 
Fentum presiding at the piano. 











MONDSY’S PAPER RUNT. 

The Paper Hunt Club is to be compli- 
mented on the earnestness displayed to 
take advantage of all possible chauces for 
an afternoon's sport, to make up no 
doubt for the ill fortune of last season, 
during which, to the regret of all ardent 
cross-country riders, only one hunt could 
be had owing to a continuity of wet weather, 
unprecedented in the recollection of the 
oldest inhabitant. ‘To make up, 
measure, for the loss of 
holiday ‘consequent on the inopportune 
departure of the European mails, and 
in spite of wet weather, the Club 
persevered in their determination to have 
‘a hunt yesterday; and go far as the 
real sport was concemed it is gratifying to 
record that it was an unqualified success, 
but it was a disappointment to see that 
the weather dausped the ardonr of spectators 
who were not numerous either at the start 
orfinish. Certainly, however, the drizzling 
rain was suficient to keep ladies within 
doors ; and the Christmas holidays being so 
nearat hand and another hunt advertised for 
‘Thursday, there is the good excuse for 
absentees’ of the sterner sex that they 
could not get away from their duties, 
or failing this, they have the plea that 
they are saving their ponies for the Christ- 
mas Hunt. 

The start was near the Two Mile 
Stone on the Bubbling Well Road, and 

yunetually at the time advertised about 
Efteen ‘horsemen went away prettily to- 
gether, and being well-mounted and the 
msjority veterans in the sports, the first 
jumps were easily accomplished ‘The 
course was laid to the back of Trefaucha, 
where it turned along the banks of the old 
Soochow Creek to Jessfield ; then turned 
back passed the village near the {id Joss 
House, over the tidal creek, and iinished 
with the well-known but. difficult line of 
jumps near Bubbling Well. ‘The distance 
run did not exceed six miles, which 
was very considerate on the part of the 
foxes, Messrs. Ibert and Burkill ; but on 
account of the many difficult jumps, the 
slippory state of the ground, and the heavy 
going, the Hunt was one of the most try- 
ing Of the season. Under the, cireum- 
stances the speed was fast, there baing only 
one check, about a mile from the finish, 
which brought the ponies. well together, 
and about half-a-dozen hove in sight of the 
ectators at the sume time. The last 
jumps were remarkably well taken, one 
rider only coming to grief. Mr. Fearon, on 
Spalpeen, was the first in, but his recent 
win rendered him ineligible to take the 
prize, which, in consequence, fell to Mr. 
Howie on Bony Fra, who was a good, 
second, Mr. Vinay .n an unnamed griffin’ 
being third. 
































Miscellaneous, 








NEW BOOKS AND NEW EDITIONS. 
Harer and Brothers have recently re- 
printed Philip Smith's History of the 

istian Church during the first ten cen- 
turies, Nearly every new ‘work of an 
educational character is announced as de- 
signed to supply a long-felt want, and one 
is naturally suspicious of the disinterest- 
edness which prompts an author to stop a 








gap of which nine times out of ten we were 
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never conscious. But in this case it is per- 
feotly true that such a book as Mr. Smith's 
hes Jong been urgently needed. Students 
as well as ordin: il history 
during the period 
hiad to choose between ignorance of 
temporaneous ecclesiastical affairs and lab- 
orious ons, fruitless except in a 
richly supplied library. Gibbon has done 
very much for such readers, but whether 
undeserving of suspicion of ‘unfairness or 
not, his work has lost in present valne in 
consequence of the many records, monu- 
mentat and other, which have been brought 
to light since his time. Milman has done 
still more, bnt it is not everybody who 
can spare time to rexd his six volume 
The period which Me. Smith treats iu- 
cludes tho first threo centuries during 
which the Chureh was held together by the 
zeal of its members and the compressing 
effect i eeond three 
cent sult was 
produced by its recognition as part of the 
imperial constitution, and the four centuries 
which completed tho first millenium of its 
existenco, and which were marked by the 
extension of its power over tho entire 
continent of Europe. ‘Theso separate epochs 
have been treated, so far as we can judge, 
with what we may call friendly impartial 
that is to say with full allowance for the 
conditions of men's minds, and for the 
violenco which reigned in’ Society, and 
which, whon disguised as religions fervour, 
often degenerated into brutality. As an 
example of this treatment of a ditticult 
subject, we would rofer especially to the 
account given of Julian the Apostate. 

Of Morloy’s sories of English Men of 
Letters, two have already ‘been repub- 
lished !—Edvard Gibbon, by J. ©. Mori- 
on, andi Saminel Fohnson by Leslie Stephen. 
ach is excellent in its way, but Mr. 
Stephen has the disadvantage of chatleng- 
ing comparison with Macaulay's two essay 
on Johnson, ‘There is not much in his 
book that is notte be found in those, but 
the series would have beon incomplete 
without tho great Doctor. Mr. Morison’s 
account of Gibbon is at once full and 
compact, and his appreciation of Gibbon's 
work warm, yet discriminating. Few will 
question his final finding, that the Decline 
and Fall is more fitted to inspire admiration 
than sympathy, All competent judges are 
compelled to praise its stupendous stores 
of information, and its rigorous accordance 
with facts, but those who are most indebted 
to it can find in it no evidence of nobility 
of sentiment or of capacity for enthusiasm. 

Mr, Egleston’s Villages and Village Life 
is mado up of a scries of essays designed to 
inspiro the American people with a taste for 
rural enjoymeuts, Although loveofthecoun- 
try ag opposed to the town is an especially 
English trait ; although, too, as villages are 
deserted and great towns grow at their ex- 

onse, national character deteriorates, and 
health and strength as well as morals go 
down hill, the altered demands which ad- 
vaneing civilisation is now making on 
children render the old fashioned English 
village life more or less completely @ thing 
of the past. ‘The author does not expect to 
arrest the tide of emigration from villages 
to cities, but as some persons of all classes 
will be found in almost all the small com- 
munities which in any caso must remain 
scattered among unfrequented regions, his 
aim is to show how the greatest possible 
enjoyment may be got ont of a simple coun. 
try life, and how it may profitably be made 
an clement in the training of youth. He 
protestsagainst recreation being merely work 
under another name, as it very often is, and 
with reason he urges the needfulness of 
cultivating in children during the period of 
their early education, those capacities for 
the enjoyment of nature which, in viper 
years, will offer them a refuge from the 
‘Wearing anxieties of a bus} life, 

To the Library of American Fiction have 
just been edded tro new tales Old Slip 

‘arehouse, and Blush Roses, each by a 






























































































lady, and each quite up to the moderate 
standard which most writers of fiction now- 
a-days set before them. 

‘We have also to notice the reproduetion, 
in the Franklin Square Library, of Disracli’s 
Young Duke, Stephen Yorke’s Cleceden, 
Jenkins's Hareriiolme, and A Consul’s 
Daughter's Ticenty Years’ Residence among 
the people of Turkey. 











CHURCH DECORATIONS. 

The time-honoured custom of Christmas 
decorations in Churches has been exten- 
sively carried out this year in Shanghai, 
and scareely, if ever, have the efforts of the 
Aecorators met with more general apprecia- 
tion. In the Holy ‘Trinity Cathedral festive 

ty is arraaged in the same artistic 
wauner that las become so characteristic 
of the place, and the thanks of the congre- 
gation are due to the ladies who have con- 
contrated their efforts to accomplish the 
work under the superintendence of the 
Dea ‘The chancel and altar rails are ex- 
quisitely adorned with a profusion of ever- 
greens rolioved with imitative snow and a 
sprinkling of flowers, while the pulpit and 
reading desk are ornamented to harmonise, 
beautiful specimens of needlework and 
elaborately wrought monograms and other 
Christian devices standing forth in bold 
relief, ‘The font, with its glittering season- 
able foliage, intertwined with flowers in rich 
profusion, proved a general attraction to 
all on entering, and great was the praise 
bestowed on it. Altogether the Cathedral 
in its this year’s Christmas garb looks 
better than we ever remember to have seen 
it on any previous occasion. ‘The services 
were the same as usual, and were largely 
attended, 
thy church of St. Saviow's, Hog. 
kew, the decorations were equally 
profuse and creditably executed. Round 
the chancel window and chancel arch 
wrote wreati8 of evergreons relieved with 
appropriate texts of scripture in bold white 
letters on a biue and red ground, while 
the reading desk, baptismal font, organ, and 
choir stalls were ornamented with frosted 
overgreens, intermixed with flowers artist- 
ically arranged in  seasonable devices. 
Tho arches of the windows and doors 
wero also wreathed with evergroens, bor- 
dered with scriptural texts effectively dis- 
played ; and suspended from the roof were 
nicely ‘arras.7d festoons. Other mural 
decorations +"-re advantageously displayed ; 
and, in a word, the festive adornments 
most successfully deprived the Church of 
the cold, unattractive appearance it gener- 
ally presents, and gavo to it an air of 
seasonablo weleome and cosiness, ‘There 
were two services on Christmas day, one 
carly in the morning for natives and the 
other at eleven o'clock in the forenoon for 
Enropeans, and on both occasions the Holy 
Communion was administered. Bishop 
Scherowsky, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Nel- 
son, conducted each service, ‘and at that in 
the forenoon preached an able and pertinent 
ion from the text IT Corinthians, 
chapter, ninth verse; and approp 
hymns were used for the oceasion. ‘The 
foreign congregation hardly numbered fifty, 






















































but at the service for natives the church | 


was crowded. 

The branch Church at Kongwan, belong- 
ing to the same Mission as the Hongkew 
Church, was also prettily decorated by the 
natives, and is said to reflect great credit, 
on their Christian zeal and decorative taste. 

At each of the three Roman Catholic 
places of Worship, St. Joseph's Cathedral, 
‘Tung-ka-doo Cathedral, and the Church of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the serviecs on 
Christmas Day were the same, but at 
different hours. At St. Joseph’s Cathedral 
there was midnight mass, mass from six to 
nine o'clock in the morning, high mass at 
ten o'clock, and the Benediction in the after- 
noon. The decorations were very similar to 





thoes of lst year, mainly consisting of bril- 
liantly coloured banners suspended from the 








yoof round the nave, with illuminations 
from muttitudinous tapers; while the 
centre and side altars wero beautifully 
ornamented with a profusion of eyer. 
greens and flowers, and illuminated by in. 
numerable lights, most prominent among 
which were four gold and very handsome 
chandeliers, ‘Tho Church at the midnight 
mass presented a brilliant appearance, and 
was crowded fully an hour before tho 
service commenced. The Rov. Father 
Chanyin, Superior of the Mission, was tho 
cclebrant, he and the priests being attired, 
as usual, in their high festival robes ; while 
a choir of twelve boys, dressed in red 
cosaques and caps with white surplica, led 
the singing. The other services were ail 
well-attended and proved a great attraction, 





EXTENSIVE FIRE AT HONGKONG. 
We are indebted to Mr. G. J, Helland, 
Agent of the Great Northern ‘Telegraph 
Company, for the following particulars of 
a great fire that broke out at Hongkong 
on Christmas night, and raged throughout 
Thursday. Mr, Helland writes :—~A de- 
structive fire broke out at Hongkong, in 
Queen's Road, about 11 o’clock on Wednes- 
day night, and was still burning whon 
the latest news was despatched. Thurs- 
day mmoming the flames were advancing ina 
south-easterly direction towards Wellir 
ton Street, and several trials were made 
to stay their progress by blowing up 
houses, At 8.30 a.m, the fire approached 
the Roman Catholic Cathedral, and not- 
withstanding repeated attempts it was found 
impossible to arrest the flames. It was also 
feared tho fire would extend over a great 
portion of the business quarter of the 
city. At ten minutes to one o'clock, 
the Gaol was threatened. The General 
Hospital is burnt, the telegraph poles have 
succumbed to the flames and conse- 
quently no fuller particulars can be ob- 
tained at present, as communication can 
only be carried on vid Deop Water Bay, a 
distance of about 6 miles from Hongkong. 




















Sinco the above was written, Mr, Helland 
has favoured us with thefollowingadditional 
news from Hongkong despatched at 4.45 
p.m. Thursday, and received at Shanghai 
at 8.7 p.m. :—The advance of the fire was 
then nearly checked, ‘Tho districts burnt 
were :—Quoen’s Road, from the Stag Hotel 
to opposite Oriental Bank ; Gage Street, 
Wellington Street, Pottinger Street and 
others (sic.) Hundreds of houses destroyed 
and thousands of people without houso or 
home. ‘The Soldiers and the Volunteers 
are ordered to bivouae in the streots for the 
night, 








EXECUTION OF NBWMAY. 
(China Mait.) 

Charles Newman suffered tho extreme 
penalty of the law on the morning of the 
19th instant, for the murder of Silbano 
Gutierrez on the 8th August last. ‘The 
wretched man conducted” himself very 
well in gaol after he was sentenced, and 
made a full confession that he’ had 
only been dissembling when he ap- 
peared to be insane. He was, he said, 
‘only working his point,” ‘but thi 
time he did not sueceed in his endea- 
vours to “work his point,” being placed 
under such a strict surveillance that to 
continue playing the unreal part he was 
acting was far more than he could manage, 
strong-nerved and stubborn though he 
evidently was. Once he became aware 
that all doubis as to his sanity had 
been removed, the unhappy wretch bore 
himself manfully enough. His counsel 
had done all that was possible to clear 
him from the graver charge of wilful mur- 
der, but there was not a single point in his 
favor, as the evidence was far too clear and 
damnatory. Ministers of religion visited 
him since his condemnation, and at first he 
appeared averse to receive consolation, but 
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latterly he, has been in a better frame of 
mind. He professed the Protes 

and although Father Vigano 
Seeasionally, it was more as a friend than 
asa Father Confessor. Up till the day 
before his execution he was looked upon as 
a Protestant, and the Rev. Mr. Kidd has 
beon in constant attendance upon him, but, 
to the surprise of nearly everyone in the 
gaol, this moming, Newman professed hiin- 
felf to bo a Roman Catholic, and requested 
that Father Vigano should be allowed to at- 
tend him in his last moments. The request, 
‘yas, of course, complied with; and theColon- 
jal Chaplain withdrew. It would appear th: 
the woman (Louisa Lockhardt,) who has 
been the indirect cause of his dreadful fat 
induced the prisoner to turn Catholic. ‘Th 
prisoner slept during the night from 12 
fil 4, As the fatal hour approached he 
was engnged with Father Vigano in prayer. 
Ho expressed contrition for his offence, 
and appeared anxious to be at peace with 
all the world, He shook hands with many 
in the guol, and asked Mr. Tonnochy that 











his boots should be giver to some one | P® 


whose name we did not learn. Ho hed a 
glass of brandy before being pinioned, 
Which operation was performed inside the 
Gaol, .A fow minntes before the time, he 
vas brought down to the Gaol-yard, hold- 
ing the erncifix in his hand. ‘The sad 
procession left the gaol prnetnally at a [ 
to 7, and a large number of Europeans 
wore azsembled outside the guol ; a passe 
of polico (under Inspector Grey) guarding 
the approaches to the scaffold. Newman 
ascended the scaffold with a firm, unwaver- 
ing step, and having taken his place on the 
drop was blessed by Father Vigano. The 
risoner then addressed the spectators, say- 
ing that he hoped his fate would prove an 
example to them ; he admitted the justness 
of his sentence, remarking that ‘he had 
had. warning once, but had not profited 
by it. “I have now,” he said, “sinned 
against the law and against my God, and 
the law says that I must die. What Louisa 
Lockhardt said was tho truth, and I hope 
some one will look after her. I acknow- 
ledge my faults, and forgive all who have 
ever done me any injury. I wish you all 

od-bye, Lord Jesus, receive my soul.” 
Pe watched man said these words in 
firm and manly manner, and shewed no 
signs of trepidation or fear; at the same 
time he appeared fully aware of tho ayvful- 
ness of his position, as well as truly penitent. 
‘Tho executioner pulled the cap over his 
head, and was adjusting the fatal noose, 
when Newman turned his head and directed 
him to shift the knot a little further back. 
‘Phe executioner did this, and asked hin if 
that would do, when Newman said “Pull 
ita little tighter.” ‘The executioner then 
shook hands with the doomed man, who a 
moment more was struggling in his death 
throes. The drop was very short, not more 
than 4 feet 6, but the weight of the man 
tended to increase the shock of the fall 
and his neck was broken, He struggled 
very little, though life was not extinct for 
nearly five minutes. Newman's troubles 
began just this time last year ; it was on 
the evening of the day of the Regatts of 
1877 that he had the quarrel with Inspector 
Whitehead, and had he taken a warning by 
that case all might have been well. As it 
is, this morning's tragedy was the climax of 
a drinking bout and an immoral life. It is 
much to be hoped that the example may 



































prove a warning to many. : 
‘The Daily Press says the executioner 
was a 


Buropean prisoner, who was under- 
1 short sentence, of which about half 
xpired. He was veiled while per- 
forming ‘his task. He did not appear to 
suffer from the least nervousness.—The 
scaffold was erected in the usual place 
in the Magistracy compound above Ar 
buthnot-road. In the compound there 
were between six and seven hundred per- 
sons present, the great majority of whom 
‘were Europeans, and several hundred more 
in the road below. 





THE REDELLION IN KWANGSI. 
(Daily Press Correspondent.) 

It may be of some interest to your readers 
to know that General Li Yung-choi, the 
leader of the insurrection in Kwangsi, has 
taken Taiping-fu, the eapital of the district 
of that name, less than forty miles from 
the frontier of Tonquin. ‘The people here 
beliove that Li Yung-choi really intends 
taking Tonquin, and that he is marching 
slowly on Bacninh, which is a fortified 
town. Allatrocities, squeezes, and robberies 
have been strictly prohibited by Li Yung- 
choi, and the people everywhere receive 
him’ in the most friendly manner. Some 
of the Tonquinese have already shaved their 
heads and wear the queue « la Chinvis. A 
few of the Tonquinese mandarins are even 
said to have done the same. Provisions are 
bought from the Tonquinese and fairly paid 
for, whilst the Annamite troops indalge in 
plunder. Herein is to be found the raisuu 
Wetre for the cordial reception of Li Yung- 
choi, It is stated that the insurgent general 

ys two dollars a picul for rice. Bacninh 
is at present held by Annamite troops, and 
the Black Flag band has heen asked by the 
Amamite Government to assist in defend- 
ing that town. It is said, however, that 
these adventurers are on friendly terms 
with Li Yung-choi, and are more likely to 
go over to his side than take part against 
him. If Li succeeds in eaptuting Bacniuh, 
ho will, it is firmly believed, march on 
Haydoung, the residence of the. Viceroy 
of Tonquin. ‘The Viceroy is very nich 
alumed at the progress of the invader, and 
if Bacninh falls it is very probable that he 
would retreat to Hue. ‘The Tonquinese 
believe that the French will not offer any 
oppostion to Li Yung-choi, and that as far 
a they are concerned he ‘will have « fair 
field. 

Haiphong, 6th Dec. 
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THE FAMINE IN THE NORTH. 
‘Vai-yuen-fu, 2nd Dee. 
My pear Mx, Mvrnneap,—1 left Tien- 
tsin, where I wrote to you last, on the Sth 
Nov., reached 'Vai-yuen-fu on tho 24th, 
saw the Governor on the 29th, and I now 
give you what information I have gathered 
concerning this year’s famine in Shansi. 
But first of all you will be glad to hear 
that Mr. Turner is better and has even 
resumed his work of distribution in T'ai- 
yuen-fu. Mr. Hill had left for the South 
of the province a week before I arrived. 
When I left Shansi three months’ ago, it 
was reported that the crops had failed 
owing to the lateness of the rain in several 
tens of the counties (Chow-hiens) in the 
South, but in the Northern part of the 
province, where the crops are later, there 
was every prospect of a good harvest. 
Shortly after I left, however, a fall of 
a foot of snow made a harvest of ten parts 
into one of six parts, or in other words 
injured it 40 per cent. "The extreme North 
of the province is said to be well off; the 
central part where T’ai-yuen though 
better than last year, is still suffering very 
severely. The price of wheat is even higher 
than last year. To meet the general distress, 
the three kitchens opened by the author- 
ities in the suburbs last year have not been 
stopped at all, and will have to be con 
tinned until next spring, at least. Local 
relief will be given in others hiens of this 
central district during the winter months. 
But the greatest distress is in the South- 
west of the province, Ping-yang-fu, Pu- 
chow-fu, Kiang-chow and Kwei-chow. Last 
year there were 87 hiens to be relieved, and 
the Governor, who received us kindly, says 
oy no less than 56 have to be relieved 
his year again. For this purpose the 
Emperor has granted 1,200,900 tow (shih ér 
































wan tan) of grain from Shantung, and 


transportation. The Governor says. that 
one million Taels ‘more is required before 
all of it cam be brought over! To raise this 
million Tacls tivo plans are on foot ; one is 
to obtain further subscriptions from the 
other provinces, and the other to borrow 
money from native merchants so as to slido 
over the present difficulty. 

The expense of transport sounds enor- 
mous, but the inquiries I male and the 
proclamations I saw on the way bear it out, 
as follows :—The grain is transported 
through Chihli Hwai-lu, a city on the 
West border of Chihli, and thence by the 
usual means of donkeys, mules, camels or 
carts to the South of Shansi. ‘The cost of 

we per catty from Hwai-lu to Ping- 
ig-fu, a distance of about 1,006 li, is 48 
‘cask, not to speak of the many Wei-ynens 
who must be looking after its safe tr 
port. Proclamations of the rate of carriage 
frum place to place are put up for the’ in- 
formation of the people and to prevent 
corruption. At the above rate the trans- 
fer of 1,200,000 tow (reckoning each tow 
14 eatties) is $06,400,000 cash, and as the 
rate of silver ranges from 1,000 to 1,400 per 
Tael, according to the places exchanged at, it 
would amount to Tis. 672,000. But this 
is only the expense of carriage on the 
middle portion of the journey; there is 
besides the transfer at both ends, one front 
Shantung across Chihli, and the other from 
Pin; -fu to the different distressed 
districts, making altogether 1,000 li more. 
If we double the 000 taels, which is not 
quite necessary, as transfer through Chihli 
is mach cheaper, we find the Governor's 
estimate to be but too accurate after all. 
And the Government cumot tg more 
economical with present means and plans. 
Thave known merchants being compelled 
to pay twice the Government rate of ear- 
rine more than once, in order to. have 
their goods carried across some parts of the 
joumey. Government grain is carried 
when no better busines be got. But 
there is a custom of seizing the beasts of 
burden for Gorernment service, or of com- 
pelling them, to pay so heavily for exemp- 
tion as to frighten people from taking their 
beasts near the borders of Shansi. How 
far this produces the higher rate of carriage 
Tam not able tu say. 

Besides what is provided by the Govern- 
ment, grain is bought in all directions by 
the grain merchants. Much passes down 
from the North of the province through 
‘Tai-ynen-fu by carts and camels chicily, 
also by mules and donkeys to some extent, 
and occasionally by a few barrows through 
some parts of the journey. This and what 
was raised by great Imdowners supply the 
markets tulerably well. Some of the richer 
people have clubbed together to fetch 
| grain themselves from a distance, so these 

require no relief, But there are others 
who depend entirely on charity for their 
very lives. In the south the majority of 
the poor perished altogether last winter 
In one hien out of $6,000 getting relief 
only 20,000 remain, and other hiens are 
even worse, Many who had land either 
sold it or mor Lit. It was mortgaged 
at the rate of 20 cash per mow, and neither 
of these classes were able to raise crops for 
| themselve So now these are driven to 
take the place of the poorest of last. year, 
and with in at five times its ustai rate 
their case is indeed most desperate. 

As to foreign distributors two will pro- 
‘ably remain in wen-fa and one or 
two more will yo to the South as soon as the 
money arrives from Tientsin. I had the 
impression when I wrote to you last that 
relief would only be needed in December, 
January and February, but in the South, 
where we shall distribute the bulk of our 
relief, it will be needed more or less to the 
end of May, for the wheat crops camot 
be ripe earlier, and to help for two or three 
months only when the price of grain is so 
high is altogether inadequate. 

I remain, your faithfully, 
































































































‘Tis. 200,000 of silver for the expense of 


Trorsy Ricuarp. 
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THE CHINA TRADE. 

A correspondent of the Times, who signs 
himself “Old Canton,” writing on the 
China trade, under date of 29th October, 


says, in reply to a previous correspondent :-— | p 


“Tam well aware that a considerable por- 
tion of the China trade is conducted in the 
manner indicated, but I do not think any- 
thing like seven-eighths of the whole. ‘The 
‘reckless buying in China,’ alluded to by 
your correspondent, is the direct result of 





the six months’ bill, and I believe that ship- | 


pers knowing that their bills must be paid 
at three months after sight would be more 
careful how they buy and to what amounts 


they commit themselves, while dravees } 


would not be so free with their credits. We 
should find buyers of exchange looking 


more closely into the paper offered them, | 


and with a shortened usance a steadier and 
more mercantile tone would pervade the 
trade to the benefit of all.” 


The following reply appears in the Loudon 
and Chine Bupre 
Str,—The le you have reproduced r 
garding the bad trading in tea (though f 
that matter, silk, piece goods, and metals 
no better), I venture to siate, do not touch 
the main point. ‘The first letter, “Old Cen- 
ton,” who started the on, appears to 
Tay the blawe on the Banks, because they 
trade in bills at six months’ sight. It is not 
very long ago the Chairman of one of the 
Eastera Banks congratulated the sharebnlders 
Yat the bulk of its basiness had heen at, the 
three months’ usaneo, If ‘Old Cantov,” or 
any other man, offers bills at three months’ 
sight, with ‘documents attacked,” I have ao 
doubt the Banks would be delighted to nego- 
tiato, but it does not follow they should reject 
other business, “Oli Canton” could carry out 
what he appoara to desire—sell on arrival, 
but which, according to the moder 
i compstition, 
I maintain it uld be uni 
gaticely do away with the 
it would make the trade ( 
gambling point) atill more risky. 
is, for somo years past tho Chi has 
beer going through one of the periodical 
shases of speculation (as against supply and 
Bemand}, which w hecked until 
losses dry up the resources of small operators, 
and tax the means of the largest firms, who, 
equally with their smaller competitors,’ are as 
muuch to blame for the over trading. Let the 
buying power in China be curtailed by those 
rosponsivle, viz., heads of firme, which would 
ve our market, and enable im- 
porters to reap some of the profit ov tea now 
wholly distributed among the home trade.— 
Tam, &., Bona. 
‘Mincing-lane, No 






























































‘Tho subjoined letters in continuation of the 
correspondence have appeared in he Pimes:— 
* Referring to ‘Old Canton’s’ lotter in your 
impression of to-day, it matters little whether 
six-eigiths or seven: gate of the China trade 
is done in six months’ bills. If the bulk of it 
hus provided for, a six mouths’ term has 
every right to be cousidered as the established 
but, although your correspondent 
owed clearly the evil of a six months’ 
‘usance—namely, that it was a aystem of lend- 
ing money for six months to carry out a three 
months’ transaction—that is not all, For 
instance, suppose that a man in China had 
a credit of £50,000 from the City of Glasgow 
Bank, he might not only have sold clean bills 
at six months for that amount, but by sending 
home bills of lading he might get an advance 
from a broker of, say, £40,000; so that, as 
homeward chipments may be cash in the 
months, he would have the further handling 
‘of £90,000 for three wenthe; facilities that 
would be scouted anywhero else but in the 
East, and that now act so disastrously on the 
shareholders of the said bank. 


Ay Anoto-Inptas Banker.” 























“Yourcorrespondent ‘Old Canton’ evidently 
lived in the commercial world in good old 
times, when the (properly so-called) British 
morebant who has doue so much to build up 


j suppl 








is country by his enterprise, working with 
his own good and sufficient capital, backed 
up by his well-earned eredit, was the oly 
operator in the buying and selling markets 
of commerce. Your correspondent ‘N.' has 
ut him right with regard to the manipula~ 
tion of the ‘six months’ bills’ to which ‘Old 
Canton’ takes exception ; but ‘N.’ passes 
over the real history and the mischief of the 
bills in question, or at least too many of them, 
whic are the offspring of the ‘commercial 
banks’ of the day, institutions most probably 
altogether unknown in ‘Old Canton’s’ time. 
Much is said ard more written about the 
commercial depression of the moment, aud 
but little to elucidate the cause, of which 
none, I think, is more potent’ than tl 
‘document attached,’ to which ‘ 
alludes. What chance bas such a merchant 
now-a-days as I veuture to depict ‘Old Can- 
ton’ against the competition of the hour? 
Anybody with a few pounds for ‘margin’ 
turns ‘merchant,’ the ‘bank’ Ginances (hor- 
rid word!) for him, and the consequence is 



































| that markets are overstocked with buyers at 


one end and with sellers and produce at the 
other ; and who can wonder at results or be 
ed to hear of banks wanting more 
id not getting them? This serious 
‘ing, which has too often led to the 
erroneous deduction that our excessive im- 
ports and exports are evidences of national 
prosperity, together with the fearful losses 
the country has suffered from the Stock- 
Exchange machinery, which has forced so 

loans down our 
equally stand accused, to my mind, 
of being at the root of many present troubles, 
aud the former might well have attracted 
the comments of your correspondent who 
sets ‘Old Canton’ right about our modern 


‘Srx Monzus’ Bris.” 



















“Thero is no doubt the continued losses in 
the tea trade call for a great amount of caution 
on the part of the directors of all Eastern 
banks. I left the tea trade about five years 
ago, when it was thought by everybody to be 
io a very bad state, Teas that a year before 
were selling readily at from 38, to 3s, 3d. per 
Ib, and Is. 8d. to 1s. 7d. per Ib., and bought 
in’ China to give a small margin at these 
prices, wero then fetching 2s, to 2s, 34, and 
1s, to'ls. 34. During my travels, old associa- 
tions made me always look at tho accounts 
of the public sales in the newspapers. Each 
ended with nearly the same words = is 
to the fogey weather,” ‘the tightness in the 
Money Mark ination among the 

the unpopularity of the mark,? 
the teas that passed auction showed ‘a heavy 
loss to the importers.’ Not once cau I call 
to mind a favourable report. On my return 
to Eugland a few weeks ago, I went round the 
tea market. I found the teas I left at 2s. to 
25, 3d. going begging at about 1s. 6d., those 
at is. to Is. 3d. the same at Sid. and, I was 
told, showing hea 
on the import of silk 
chester goods made the all-round tradin, 
out at the end of each year with a 
‘The reports from these markets the 
years make it scarcely probable 
petition among the banks in Chin 










































losses, Has the profit 
the export of Man- 
come 


















so great 
that the old 30 per cent. margin on invoices 
against advances is rarely adhered to, and tho 
one that goes nearest up to the hilt gets the 


consignment. 
M. 








Saw Beports, 








CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 21st Dec, 
Before R, A. Mowar, Esq. 
Tous Saxe v. Jastes INKSTER, 
‘This was an action to recover $10, for goods 
ied. Plaintiff is a tailor in Hongkew, 
and defendant, who is now staying at the 
Sailors’ Home, formerly belonged to the crew 
of the barque Fiery Cross, 
Defendant admitted his indebtedness, but 
expressed his inability to 
Judgment was 
claimed with costs. 








ye 
for the amount 





POLICE COURT. 
Shanghai, 20th Deo, 
Before R. A. Mowar, Esq. 
R, (F. Towssesp) v. C. Orse, 
Defendant is a seaman belonging to the 
1d he was charged with 
ant, who is. second 





assaulting the comp! 
mate of the same vessel. 

Complainant deposed that on the 30th of 
November, when the vessel was at sea. hie 
had a scufile with one of the crew who had 
refused todo his work. He was thrown down, 


aud defendant then hit him in the face,” Hz 
managed to get up, but was forced down a 
second time when defendant struck him again, 

Defendant admitted that he strack the come 
plaiuant twice, but said he wae standing up on 
both occasions, 

An able seaman confirmed the evidence 
given by the compiainant, 

His Wonsutr ordered defendant to pay a 
fine of $5 and costs. 


ee ee 


Gxtragts, 
os 
THE TATEGAMI (NAGASAKI) DOCK, 
(Rising Sun.) 

It was with the greatest satisfaction we 
heard that the work of pumping dry the Dock 
‘at Lategami would probably be completed on 
Weduesday last, and during the afteruoon of 
that day we had an opportunity of inspecting 
the temporary arrangements which had been 
made for that purpose; to an unprofessional 
eye every care appeared to have beon taken 
to command success, and we congratulate all 
connected with it on the satisfactory result 
achieved. After the unfortunate accident in 
June last, which caused the premature flooding 
of the dock and injury to the caisson, it be- 
came necessary to devise some meas for 
repairing or closing the breach, thus unabling 
the water to be pumped out, At tbat time 
it must be remembered the dock itself was 
actually finished and thore ouly remained soino 
rock, which formed part of the coffer-dam, to be 
removed, and{some external facing or sea walls 
to be built. ‘Three propositions were then 
brought forward with the object of repairing 
the miscl ‘The first was to reconstruct an- 
other coffer-dam outside, but this was not 
found to be practicable as the sea bed di 
‘abruptly, and the work would have proved 
very expensive and. protracted, costing prob- 
ably not much less than $20,000. ‘The second 
proposal was to float the jon across the 
bay and put it on the Patent Slip ; thi 
ried out, would not only have euts 
risk of transporting such a heavy and unwieldy 
mass (about 180 tons) for nearly a mile in 
deep water, but with the limited mea: it 
hand would have been found no easy task, be+ 

ides the special ‘arrangements and alte 
which would have been required for its recep- 
tion ; and the Slip itself would not have been 
at the service of vessels coming into the harbour 
during thetime necesszry for the work of repair. 
The third proposition by Mr. Storie, of the 
Iwperial Engine Works at Akenoura, was to 
place in position a temporary wooden gate > 
this plan eventually adopted and 
work was carried out under his superintend. 
ence, This wooden gate is a simple but sub- 
structure, strongly shored up from 
nd heavily ballasted. Its width 
at th tp 92 feet and at the bottom 80 feet, 
It feet high, and at high water has to 
withstand a pressure of more than 1,000 tons, 
‘The total cost of it 
t ). ly said, 
the emptying of the dock was successfully 
accomplished on Wednesday last, when the 
damage to the caisson became evident, as the 
volume of water eank lower and lower, and. 
was found to be siderable at both ends 
and ou one of its sides, From the nature 
of the injuries it appears not unlikely that 
the caisson had for a time been floating about, 
bottom upwards, and had then fallen over on 
its side. 

‘The work of lifting it out of the basin was 
commenced on Monday last, and it is antici- 
pated that it will occupy about three months 
in repairing. The dock will probably be 
‘opened in June year, and although the 
untoward occurrence of last June has delayed. 
the completion of this great undertaking for 
several months, it is matter for congratulation 
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fo all who take an interes 
‘oomplishment that the damage done was so 
smpletely under control as the ions of 
‘Wednesday last proved it to ha 











TEA. 
(Japan Gazette.) 

'A fortnight since a contemporary called tho 
attention of the Japanese Government to the 
stoonaity of improving the indigenous growth 
Of the tea plant by a judicious mixture of 
Gxotic plants from India and China. The 
‘Sapanese tea plant seoms to be fatigued, and 
jorequire a healthy and vigorous crossing, to 

event tho deterioration which bas been 

rought about to a great extent in late years 

by too oloso picking. We now hear that the 
taste for teain the great markets of the United 
States bas undergone change, so thatitis said 
the fature consumption in America of the C 
nese green teas is rot likely to exceed ten 
millions of pounds, Evidently the Moyunes 
‘and Fychowa: have been supplanted by the 
Fapanese toae, and the new Oolongs from 
Formosa, For Japan the news is promising, 
‘and if care is taken there is every reason to 
think that, in future, the main supply of tea 
think ed for tho United States may be drawn 
from this country, unless indeed short-sighted 
\d. dishonesty should interfere, and 

sht be, a roost flourishing and 

jncreasiog trade. The tes export is of great 
value to this country, and it will be well 
worth whilo if the Government to legitimate 
foster the industry in one of the two cbief 
staples of native commerce with foreigners 
should, by a moderate outlay, and subsequent 
‘are, improve the native plant so that it sball 
attain to the excellencies of strength, flavour, 
and Keoping quality of mbich i might be 
made eapable, ‘Tho trade, however, has been 
much discredited of late year» by the export 
of high faced and doctored rubbish packed in 
ornamental boxes on which are printed lying 
Tegends, assorting fineness of quality ; but it 
is'e consolation to know that in many cases 
the shippers of the bad and rank flavoured leat 
have been subjected to heavy loss, az the trash 
forthe most part has been found unsaleable, 
at excessively low prices for the 

South Amorican markets, which draw sup- 

mostly from New York, 
If the Government do what they may easily 





























































tno great cost, and the respectable 
wnts refuse to purchaso the 
lowest qualities of poor leaf, the trade it 


Japan teas sill again promise to be permanent, 
iePwill bo noceenaryy however, to atudy 
American market, and to vigorously probibit 
the dishonourable tricks of trade, which have 
at times brought Japanese teas into discredit 
with the people of the United States, who are 
this country’s best, and in fact only customers 
for the tea growth. 

Lato letters from London confirm our ra- 
marke as to the inherent unsuitability of the 
Japanese, so-called, Congou for the London 
market, and the losses on the shipments made 
thie season are so general and large, that we 
think the experiment will not be tried agai 
‘The Japanese had best consider that America 
in thei and they should be 
ell as possible with 




























teas can he made into light coloured unface 
leaf resembling Oolong, with its aroma and 
delicate autringency but more strength, and 
we may next year see a considerable export 
from Kiukiang and Shaoghai, of Yangtsze 
and Chekiang new Oolongs, which should be 
fit to compete successfully with the best tes 
from Formosa and Japan, Therefore great 
care will be required to not only maintain 
but to raise the standard of Japanese quality, 
and to do this effectually a new aud vigorous 
admixture is requisite. 














AT CONSIGNEES’ RISK 
(Japan Gazette.) 

The recent fire within the [Yokohama] 
Custom House enclosure is a warning which 
sould not be disregarded by agents of inward 
bound vessels, In August last year we treated 
thia subject at some length in the hope that 
when attention was called to its yravity and 
i me measures would be taken to 

ith respect to 
agents, and 


















the liabi 


ities of shipowners, 


ip’ 


the holders of bills of lading: but we regret 
to find that the question still remains open, 
and threatens, at no distant time, to prove a 
source of very serious difficulty to all con- 
cerned thereit 

‘The necessity of dik 











if charging steaunvessels 
with the utmost rapidity must not be lost 
sight of, but it is evident that the responsi- 
bility attaching either to the ship, or the 
ship's agents, or both, cannot be evaded by 
a mere disclaimer in a newspaper advertise- 
ment. The bill of lading, that is the ordinary 
1, is a contract to 

sd, subject to 
from the 

















dition in which they were received on beard at 
the port of loading. Upon-such delivery the 
responsibility of the ship ceases. On the 
arrival of a steamer in this port, the agents 
invariably advertise that consignees are to 
take immediate delivery of their goods from 
the batoba, where they will lie at their risk 
and expense assoon as landed. ‘The conditions 
of the bill of lading before referred to, provivle, 
among other things, that the ship shall not be 
liable for fire on shore, and there is a further 
stipulation of auch itmportance that i: is best 
to give it in full. It reads :—*The xoods ar 
to be discharged from the ship as soon as public 
inti is given that sheis ready to unload, 
and if not thereupon removed without delay 
by the consignee, the master or agent is to he 
at liberty to land the same, or, if neceesary, to 

arge into hulk, Inzaretto, or hired light- 
cers, at the risk and’ expense of the owners of 
‘This condition is perfectly clear 
taken with the stipulation that 
be made from th 











































ambiguity to be that the c 
delivery from the ship's side without any 
delay after public intimation has been given 
that the vessel is ready to unload. ‘The rule 
of construction to be applied to conditions of 
this character gathered from the authorities is, 
that the intention of the parties as expressed 
‘on the bill of lading is to be looked to, for no 
exception which is not contained iu the cou- 
tract itself ean bo engrafted on it by implica. 

i or its non-performauce. 
sot with much diti 
the hope of drawing 
attention to the unwisdom of neglecting it 
entirely, than with any view of showing where 
the legal responsibility would rest, ‘The pre- 
nent position, however, points to the fact that 
the bill of lading contains an express condition 
the consignee is to take his goods without 
delay from the ship's tackles, upon which, and 
only then, shall the ship's responsibility cease. 
‘The common practice in Yokohama it quite at 
variauce with this condition. Immediately 
‘upon a vestel’s arrival notice is given, not that 
she is ready to unlosd, or to deliver from the 
ship’s tackles, but that the cargo is laude, 
and must be taken delivery of from the hatoba. 
‘The consignees have no opporturity given 
them to take delivery in the manner distinctly 
stated in the bill of lading, and they may claim, 
with great justice, that the landing by the ship 
or its agents is a distinct deviation from the 
terms of the contract, and that any loss 
ensuing before the surrender of the bill of lad 
ing must fall not upon them, the consi 
but upon the persons who h: 
authority, or broken the contract of affreight- 
ment, their advertisements in the wewsp 
to the contrary notwithstanding. ‘The ship 
or the agents, on the other band, may urge 
that a custom or usage is established in this 
port and is generally known to the effect 
that cargo may properly be landed and 
delivered on the hatoba; but this con- 
tention must be qualified by the common 
rule governing usages, that although a 
bill of lading of a general ship may be 
construed, so far as all uncertain pa-sages are 
concerned, according to the particular trade to 
which it relates, it must also be understood 
that no commercial usage can be of efficacy te 
vary the essential provisions of a contract, or 
the plain meaning expressed by the parties 
toit. 

‘This brief and superficial treatment of the 
subject may tend to raise doubts, the settle- 
ment of which is most desirable, ‘If the 
mee of goods destroyed or injured hy any 
such event as the recent fire within th Cus- 
tom's enclosure, were to insist on delivery, a 
jon would arise that would 























































































and, by fixing the liability upoa the proper 
person, enable him to protect himself by aa 
extension of his sea policies, or the application 
of sore system of insurance on land. 

As matters at present stand, it seems moat 
imprudent for any of the parties concerned to 
trust in the belief that when loss arises it can 
be fixed upon some other than himself. Tie 
wisest and safest course is to come tosome uu 
derstanding before the good feeling and com- 
ion sense of the possible parties are embittered 
and clouded ly losses which may prove 20 
heavy as to be impossible, even for the wealthy, 
to bear with equanimity. 




















THE CONFERENCE ON THE SILVER QUESTION. 
(The Times.) 
‘The Conference on the Silver Question 
Vin Pavis two months ago has 
ely heen succeeded by another 
fall in the value of the metal, which begins to 
attract some attention, The price in August 
was nearly 53. per ounce; it is now barely 
i. the price a few days ago having been 
only. Even before the Paris Conference 
‘a gentle decline had been in progress, 
ng remained for & 
average all through 
of the year having heen 
Bad. Compariny average of the latter 
part of the autuinn with the average in spring, 
say broadly that silver is now 8 per 
lower in price than it was then, the 
ince 
Angust last, Remembering the commotion 
coasioned by the great fall in silver which 
ted in 1876, we should say that people 
‘nclined to treat the question more 
‘The former fall was succeeded by a 
Yematkable reaction, apd there is ac- 
rordingly less fear among people that the re~ 
newed fall will he indef Phe failure of 
Conference to suggest any practical 
1 with regard to silver—except a formal 
Geclaration that it would be inexpedient for 
every country to demonetize-silver, but that 
tach country must pleare itself—has probably 
Helped in some degree to reconcile all cous 
cerned to Iotting the change in silver alone, 
Ifa conference of international experts cars- 
fully selected by the Governments of the 
principal European States and of the American 
Union could suggest nothing, what real hope 
can there he of xy practical remedies? But 
there are now sigs of impatience in some 
quarters, aud mach of the old discussion seems 
Ukely to be revived, while business men are 
at least concerned’ to know how the facts 
Stand, how it ix that tho fall hay been re- 
newed, what the probable course of the silver 
nuarket will be, and how far trade has been in- 
jured or is likely to be so in future, 
‘The causes of the present position of silver 
do not seem very obscure. It is evident on 
the surface of the facts that the fall of price 
as occurred notwithstanding the existence of 
many circumstances which might, have been 
expected to bring abont arise. Tn America 
the operation of the Bland Bill leads to 2 
withdrawal of silver from the general markets 
of the world, which must amount, at least, 
to nearly £5,000,000 per annum.” The Bill 
directed that from $2,000,000 to $4,000,000 
of silver were to be purchased aud coined 
monthly, and although: it appears that only 
the minim asnount is being coined, this will 
‘sum up, a3 we have eail, to nearly £5,000,000 
per anuum, x the result, the imports of 
tilver from the United States into this country 
have declined ax compared with previous 
years. In the first nine months of this ye 
ire have only imported from the United States 
value of £1,264,000, while 
of 1877 we imported £1,9% 
the same period of 1876 £2,151 



























the earlier montl 














cent. 
greater part of the fall having occurred 





































































and in 
From Germany also, whence unusual supplies 
have lately come and flooded the markets, 
there has been « greatly diminished importa- 


tion in the present year. Our imports from 
that country in the nine mouths have only 
‘een £3,552, 000, as compared with £10,920,000 
in the corresponding period of 1877. Altogether 
our imports of silver from all countries in 
these mine months h heen £9,083,000, 
as 

ponding period of 1877 
were now the same ss in 1877, 
of supply would almost certainly have pro- 
Gaced a considerable rise in silver, Wo must 
look, therefore, for a change in some other 




















ly lead to expensive litigation, which a 


direction to account for the actual facts. It 
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ia enggested that there is such a change in the 

reatly increased amount of Indian Council 
Bills which have been offered this year ; but 
the increase, though important in consequence 
of the diminution of the borrowings neces- 
sitated by the famines, ie still a good deal 
Jess thau the falling off of the supply of silver. 
‘Another explanation must be sought, 
that explanation is the inactivity of the Indian 
trade, especially of the export trade from 
India, as compared with last year, ‘The prices 
of cotton and other raw materials are less 
than they were, so that India has had less to 
draw for, and until lately there waa vo corres 
ponding cosration inthe exports to India. More 
recently auother cause las co-operated —the 
stringency of our own tnoney market. Early in 
‘August tire Bauk rate here was raised to S per 
cont,, and for more than a fortnight the rie 
has boon 6 per cent,, with the opeu inarket all 
through closely following or anticipating the 
Bank. Such a stato of our money market 
tends to check remittances abread ‘and, con- 
sequeatly to reduce the demand for silver, 
which is one of the means of remittance to 
iver-using countries. ‘This is much the same 
thing as saying that, as a stringent money 
market tends to make all commoct ies fall in 
price, and silver in thix country i 
commodity, therefore, if money is dear, 
in likely to be less in demand it 
otherwise be, We should assign, then, 
i of the fall in silver the dull state 
ringency of our 
own money market, Ever since the limita. 
tion of their silver coinage by the countries of 
the Latin Convention, silver has been a com- 
motity like others, aud the circumstances aro 
now euch that that commodity is likely to be 
lower in price than it will be at other times, 

Tf tl ount of the fall in silver be at all 
correct, the conclusion must be that another 
reaction in the price, such as happened after 
the fall in 1876, will probably occur, That 
the present fall is over we should not venture 
to say ; but it seems certain we have only to 
do with temporary causes of depression in 
A rebound in the world’s trade from 
the present extreme depression must sooner or 
later occur, and, according to commou ex- 
perience, the Indian trade as well as others 
Will participate in the improveweat, ‘Tho 
present stringency iu the mouey market will 
also pass away, and seems likely to pase away 
very svon. Silver, like other commodities, 
will accontingly Some wore into, demand: 
Permauently, “tvo, unless some other great 
change ie made, silver seems likely enough to 
recover in price, as the sales of the German 
aurplas will probably not weigh on the market 
for more than a year or two longer, and the 
demands of the silver-using countries are uot 
to be measured by what they are in dull times 
like these, The future action of the United 
States is the most incalculable element in the 
problem ; but even if the Bland Silver Bill 
should be repealed and the United states’ 
annual product of silver be again thrown 
the market—the worst contingency as regards 
thir question for the future—we should be 
inélined to think the silver-using couatri 
and tho gold countries in their token coinage 
be ble to absorb the supply. What 
injury to trade, thon, cau be done by the fall 
iw silver is probably only temporary. It helps 
to aggravate the diluess which causes it, and 
inflicts a loss on merchants for the time, but 
the amount of the loss is well within the 
ordinary risks of prudent traders, while the 
change, as the experience of 1876 and 1377 
proved, is also of a kind that helps to produce 
‘a reaction, With the fail in 
from India and other 15 cot 
are stimulated, and this increase of expor 
revives the demand for silver itself wherewith 
to pay for the exports. It is eaid, i 















































































































depression of trade, But such as- 
sertions, though they still find listeners aud 
believers iu the City, hardly come within the 
range of reasonable discussion. There 
doubt, some excnse for believing thal 
appreciation cf gold has been in progress for 
some yt , though whether caused so much 
sis sometimes alleged by the demonetization 
of silver may be disputed ; but no careful 
economist would ever ascribe to almost any 
change in the value of a country’s mouey 
standard, even na country uses incon- 
vertible paper, the effects which are traced to 























the appreciation of gold by those who allege 


that the demonetization of silver is the canse 
of it. Such things as bad harvests and the 
follies and frauds which lead to failures like 
those of the City of Glasgow Bank are 
obviously far more powerful canses of bad 
times than ary conceivable appreciation or 
depreciation of a metallic currency. In deal- 

1g, then, with the depreciation of silver, we 
neil look only at the trades directly affected, 
and the conclusion, in our judgment, iaust be 
that a reaction will succeed the present fall 
as it succeeded that of 1876, that the injury 
meanwhile inflicted on trade ia really most 
restricted compared with the effect of «ther 
causes, and that the fall itself, in proportion 
to its extent, gives a new stimulus to com- 
mercial operations of = highly beneficial de- 
scription. 




















‘THE DISTRESS IN ENGLAND. 
(The Times.) 

Te ia natural that men should turn again 
and again, with some feeling of dissatisfaction, 
to the solution of the question, why are you 
distressed? It is hard to understand how 
this calamity has befallen us. It is till 
harder to understand its justification. We 
‘cannot dispute abont the fact. Evidence un- 
fortunately comes in from every side to attest 
the restricted and unremuuerative character 
of our national industries and the national 
commerce, Trade is limited; wages have 
been reduced, and are yet to be reduced ; 
profits havo for the time vanished. We may 

















be told that our experience is the experience 
of all the 


of the world, but there is very 











we done anything to de 
it? Some ardent meinbers of the Opposition 
may be ready to declare that it is all owing 
to the existenon of a Conservative Ministry, 
Dut it does not seem ensy to prove the accur- 
acy of this simple solution. Lt would prob- 
near the truth to say that Mfr, 
1d hin colleagues m: ly con 
trived to leave this legacy of commercial and 
financial embarrassment for their successors, 
‘They made the people drunk with prosperity, 
and we are now going through the miserable 
morning that follows intoxication. ‘The ex- 
planation of the causes of our present position 
must be a little more complicated. Mr. David 
ick laid before the Social Science Con- 
gress at Cheltenham ten reasous for the die 
tress that has prevailed with more or le 
ungenoy daring the 
je was possibly moro gi 
necessary. We could certainly do 
and it would not, indeed, be difficult to 
reduce Mr, Chadwick's causes to 0 smaller 
number. If we would be intelligible, we 
must try to be simple, Every one cau under. 















































4 that the whole world, so far as it comes, 


within the range of our commerce, is a big 
industrial machine. The contre of Africa 
and the central parts of Asia have very little 
to do with it, but in Chiva as much as in the 
United States, in India as much as in Aus- 
, in Russia and along the valley of the 
ag in France and on the banks of the 











Rhine, the whirring of the wheels af al 


universal workshop may ordinarily be heard. 

At a thousand centres men are uniting their 

labour with the providence of natuze to bring 

into fit condition the materials cul of which, 

we get our food, our clothing, our shelter, 

and all the commodities that satisfy the 
ies or add to the enj 




















is disappointed ; but mature may 
be ready and bountiful and certain, and her 
gifts will be vain, unless man brings his 
Tabour, and unless he has at his command the 
fruits of past labour to sustain bim iu the in- 
terval before the reault of his present industry 
hecomes perfected and ripe for consumption, 
Nature helping him, and with this stock 











of supplies, which we call capital, at hand, 
mi 





may go ou producing merrily enough ; 
ud from” centre to contre of produc. 
tion there yoes on a perpetual interchange 
of the surpluses produced, until at Inst, by 
the action of a machinery of which we all 
form part, geverally in an unconscious way, 
there lias’ heen effected a distribution hring- 
ing home to each man the sliare that comes 
to him for consumption and subsistence, 
‘When each part of the machine works easily, 
when every function is in a state of healthy 














activity, times are good. There is an ample 
supply of its proper. product in every pro. 
ducing centre ; but exch good handful can he 
exchanged for a good handfal, and those ak 
fetch and carry are not atinted in their 
rations, The whole machine is su big thut 
slight failure of production here or a alight 
failure there may not be perceptibly felt 
except at the centres directly affected ; atill 
it is evident that we are contemplating an 
immense interdependence of related acti 
and an arrest of one great factor must be felt 
everywhere. Suppose ‘acentre of production 
and exchange suddenly dropped ont of e3 
ence; the workers in the other parts of the 
world would go on working. until itis forced 
upon them by the most painful experiea 
that one of their accustomed exchanges 
gone and their products accumulate. upon 
themsel A cessation of dewand to an 
extent that may be considered a comparatively 
small pererntage can easily occasion a wide. 
spread disorgenization of production ; and if 
the cessation continues, there must needs be 
an unpleasant experience until the difterent 
parts of the indus:rial machine become re. 
AMjasted to tho new gonditions of its ag 
(t may be regarded as. simple saying to 
declare that the ultimate ing is 
to be found in the quantity of the materials 
of life that are produced and distributed 
the workers of the world ; but if tho 
meaning of the proposition is fully realized, 
the dificulty of understanding why we at 
distressed must bo diminished. ‘Thoro are 
five causes, each of which may bring about 
industrial depression, — ‘The co-operation of 
nature may disappoint us, ‘The provision 
of capital which is a wary to enable uy to 
work with nature aud wait for her reaults— 
‘and by capital we do not mosn money, but 
fan accumulated stock of food, clothing, plant, 
tools, &e.—way be wanting from having been 
thoughtlessly or igcorantly dissipated. “Some 
centro of activity may be withdrawn, wholly 
or partially, from the great current of inter 
change through tho self-will of thoso who 







































































control it. ‘The ing may happou from 
the operation of Lastly, natu be 
ready, the necessary capital may be in exist- 








, every comunity nay gladly enter the 
universal association of labour, but these to 
whom tho capital belongs may be affected 
with a prudent or imprudeut anxiety for ite 
fe return if Ient for use, and may determing 
i time idly atored at home, 

ing from all these ti 
Nature has been uukind for the la 
We bave had threo bad 
jon at home, ‘There lias 
been a terrible famine in India, aud one yet 
amore terri in China, | When people canot 
buy food they caunot buy clothing, and our 
roducers wait for the restoration of these 
Eastern markets, Noxt we are suffering from 
a terrible waste of capital, partly at home, 
but chiefly in connexion with the United 
States, Our immeuse prosperity up to the 
end of 1873 coincided with the exaggerated 
expenditure of capital in America, and came 
to an end with it, Railways were projected 
and built there in the most recklews fasbion, 
and the demand for railway iron in England 
for American exporters seut up the price of 
iron aud coal, as we may remember, All this 
occasioned great activity at the time, If 
building a new Tower of Babel were regarded 
as an excellent commercial speculation and 
prosecuted with corresponding activity, trade 
would be fall of life antil it was discovered— 
probably by the failure of some contractor— 
that the food of industry that should per- 
petually reproduce itself had been thrown 
away in heaping up a collection of 
bricks aud mortar. For nearly five yoars the 
United States have been slowly recovering 
the crash of 1873. Their ordinary develop- 
ment has been arrested. ‘The intaking of 
land slackened. Instead of boing a home to 
which working men were continually invited 
with the surety of constant employinent, 
there was an actual refiux of labour to Europe, 
‘The intimacy of our relations with America is 
such that we have felt the bad times of the 
States just as keenly as we abared their good 
fortunes. We neod not recall the names of 
the other countries whore Englishmen sent 
their capital and lost it, ‘The third cause of 
depression is to be found in the wilful with- 
drawal of nations from the circle of iu- 
ternational exchange. Woe cannot, indeed, 
say that this has beon as yet active to 
increase the depression that arose: from 
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sue cannot point to any increase of duties 
bt as come Ato operation. ‘The Tariffs of 
stay aro annch tbe same as they were five 
ear ogo, but it is a miserable commentary 
3ethe esonomic education of free natious 
Spat we should. hear from all sides announco- 
thats of tho intention to pursue the policy of 
Improving tbo too-reatricted trade of tho 
impre py making it more difficult, Commerce 
is for the time not prosperous, and it is to be 
inde mor p-caperous Dy being more fettered 
WMhojority. ot the German Reichstag have 
thus demonstrated the intelligence and edu- 
{oon of that grea mation! Aggravated 
(arD aro yot 20 come. ‘These may, perhaps, 
be avoided; but from war we have suffered 
and, a3 we are told, we must suffer. ‘There 
remains the paasing collapse of credit, ‘Trade 
fas been proved to be so unremunerative in 
to many ditestious by the failure of mer- 
Shonte of all kinds, that the capitalists by 
Ghose asaistance merchants sre supported 
ave begun to distrust everybody. They are 
‘anxious and fearful, avd rumours of fresh 
wars add to their diquict, ‘The experience 
of similar phases of feeling might lead us to 
thas this. vant of confidence would 
isappear if fresh occasions of alarm 
did not ari 
‘An examination of the causes of our distré 
seems to induce tho belief what we might 
netting better, and should be getting better, 
{fit were not for the perversity of men. Tho 
harvests of this year have been generally 
good, and nabure’is agein benignant, ‘The 
eat waste of capital in the years preceding 
Sora jas been repaired in the United States, 
‘and there is every sign of recovering activity 
on the part of that great community as x 
faotey in the world of industry and commer 
Confidence again would revi if hostile in- 
fluences were removed, and it is to the en- 
couragement given to these influences that a 
continuance of a period of distrust must be 
gwcribed, ‘Tha follies.of protection must im- 
ede the development of commerce, but the 
follies and wickedness of war do more than 
Jeatrict dovolopment—they cripple and destroy 
the life that had ¢ into existence. It is 
here that we pe the part that Govern- 
heats may play in promoting or undoing the 
‘well-being of nations. In the most favourable 
Vreumstances, we have before us a winter 
that must occasion anxiety in all who kave 
the power to forcoast tho futuro; but the 
dark picture may become yet more dark, the 
meavs that must be straitened may becom 
yet more atraitened, if statesmen are not wise 
dnough to perceive and courageous enough to 
‘ursue the path of wisdom. The responsibi- 
Fity upon them will be great if throvgh any 
fault of omission or commission on their part 
they fail to remove all the obstacles that can 
be removed to the restoration of a healthful 
industrial life among nations, 








































































EDISON'S ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


‘The New York Herald of tho 12th October 
has the following on this subject :— 

“The alarm among the English gas com- 
panies and the panic in their stocks ou account 
of Edison's last invention in electric lights, 
aa narrated in yesterday’s Herald cable 
despatches, are not without good cause. 
‘America’s great inventor has in truth solved 
the problem which for years bad puzzled the 
sblest electrisians of the age. He has suc- 
cessfully divided the electric light, and bas 
made it ‘or illuminating purposes as far 
superior to gas as gas is to.the tallowcandl 
of the past, His marvellous invention gives 
‘a mild, soit, yet brilliant light, pleasing to 
the eye, clear, steady, and without blemish, 
amd at’a cost less than one-third of that 
required for gas. ‘Those who have seen the 
invention pronounce it wonderful. Already 
& company has beon formed, composed of a 
number of wealthy capitalists, and Mr. Edi- 

















son's Iawyers are engaged in completing the 
fival arrangements for the legal transfer. 
Before long, therefore, the work of introduc- 
tion will begin. ‘The patents for the United 
States have only just been granted, while 
thos 


for the various countries of Europe have 
et been obtained, To-day the Professo 
solicitors send by steamer the necessary d.cu- 
meuts to their London agents for procaring 











the British letters patent. The French and| apparatus away and turni 
other patents will be applied for simultaneously | «Bi 


with the English one. When word is cabled 
‘Mr. Edison that the patents have been granted, 
he will throw his invention open to the publie 
gaze; but until then he declines to make 
Known its details, his recent controversy with 
Professor Hughes over the alleged stealing of 
the microphone having made him cautious. 
When the other great inven of Mr. 
Edison were in progress, the laboratory was 
free to all visitors. ‘The telephone was scen 
by hundreds long before letters paten’. were 
granted, The same was the case the 
Phonograph, the tasimeter, the megaphone, 
the quadruplex, and many other of his inv: 
tions. The case of the electric light is far 
different. Its place iu the laboratory is one 
sacred to a favoured few. If the host ot 
visitors who daily swarm the laboratory of 
the great inventor see it, they see it only in 
a detached form. The essence of the dis- 
covery is jing. Mr, Edison himself speaks 
but little of the subject, but he is almost 
constantly at work on it. Early morning 
sees him in the laboratory, and it is after 
midnight when he leaves. On Thursday 
last he worked continuously from sunrise 
until sunrise the following day, and ceased 
then only after the earnest importunities 
of his assistants. All his energies seem 
wrapped up in ‘the new invention, His 
megaphone snd phonograph lie idle, save for 
the work done on them by some of the Pro- 
feasor’s numerous assistants. A Herall re- 
porter learned yesterday the system proposed 
to be adopted after the patents are all granted. 
Firat, the Professor will light up all the houses 
in Menlo Park geatis, and from his laboratory 
wateh the light” progrera from night to night. 
When all is in readiness for general introiuc- 
tion, central stations will probably be es- 
tablished throughout New York city, each 
station controlling a territory of, perhap 
radius of half-a-mile, Wires will then 
in iron pipes, underground, after the mauner 
of gas pipes, comnecting ‘dwellings, sto 
theatres, and other places to be lighted. ‘The 
gas fixtures at present used, instead of being 
Femoved, will be utilized to encase the. wire. 
In the place of the burner will be the inv 
tion, and meters will be used to register the 
quantity of electricity consumed. ‘The form 
is not yet determined upon. ‘The light is to 

























































be of tne batwing, 15-candle power character 
‘To kindle ita little spring is touched, an 
instantly the electricity dozs its work.” Th 
amount of light can Le regulated in the same 
way as can that from yas. To turn off the 
light the spring is again touched, aud is 

stantly all is darkness. No matches being 
used, and there being no flames, all the 
dangers incidental to the use of ges are 
obviated. The light gives out no heat. It 
is simply a pure white light, made dim or 
brilliant at the fancy of the person using i 

‘The writer last 
operation in Mr. Edison’s laboratory. 
juventor was desp in experimental researches. 
‘What he called the apparatus consisted of a 
small metal stand placed on the table. Sur- 
rounding the light was a small glass globe, 
Neac by was a gaa jet burning low, ‘The Pro- 
fessor looked up from his work to greet the 
reporter, and in reply to a request to view the 
invention, waved hie hand towards the light, 
with the exclamation. ‘There she is.’ “The 
illumination was such as would come from a 
brilliant gas jet surrounded with grow 
only that the light was clearer aud 

lisnt. ‘Now I will extinguish itand Jight the 
jas, and you can see the difference,’ said Mr. 
Eeivson, and he touched the spring,” Iustantly 
all was darkness, ‘Iihen he turned on the ys 
‘The difference was quite perceptible.‘ 
light from the gas appeared in comparison 
tinted with yellow. In a moment, however, 
the eye had become accustomed to it, and the 
yellowish tint disappeared. 
Hessor turned on the electric light, yiving 
the writer the opportunity of seeing both 
side by side. ‘The electric light seemed 
much softer; a continuous view of it 
for three minutes did not pain the eye ; 
whereas looking at the gas for the same 
length of time caused some little pain and 
confusion of sight. One of the noticeable 
features of the light, when fully turned ou, 
was that all colours could he distinguished as 
readily aa by sunlight. ‘When do sou exp-ct 


















































Then the Pro- | 


niust he attended to before it goes to the peo- 
ple. For instance, are have got-to devise 
some arrangement for registering a sort of 
meter, and again there are several different 
forms that we are experimenting on now in 
order to select the best.’ ‘Are the lights to 
be all of the satae degree of brilliaucy ? nsked 
the reporter. ‘All the same,’ ‘Have you 
run across any serious diffienlties in it as yet ?” 
‘Well no,’ replied the inventor, ‘and that’s 
‘what worries me, for in the telephone I found 
about a thousand obstacles, and sv in the 
quadruplex. I worked on both over two yearg 
before L overcame them.’ Mr. Batchelor, the 
professor's jistant, who here joived in the 
conversation, said, ‘Many a time Mr, Edision 
sat down almost on the point of giving up the 
telephone as a lost job, but at the Inst moment 
he would see Ii “Of all things that we 
have discovered, this about the simplest,’ cou 
tinued Mr. Edison, ‘and the public will say 
so when itis explained, We have got it pretty 
well advanced now, but there are some few 
improvements I have in wy mind, » You see, 
it has got to be so fixed that it cannot get out 
of order, Suppo-e where one light only is 
employed it got out of order once a year; 

ere two were used it would get out of order 
twice a year, and where a thousand were used 
you can sce there would be much trouble in 
looking after them. ‘Therefore, when the 
light leaves the laboratory, I want it to be in 
such a shape that it camiot get out of order 
at all, except of course by some accident.? 
Leaving Mr. Edison to continue his work, the 
reporter accepted the invitation of Mr. Griffin, 
his private secretary, to view the generating 
mac Mr, Edison has just purchasec 
a new one, he said, ‘ which gives much power, 
ani in a few days we shall havo a 50-orse 
power engine to work it, as we do not get 
power enough with the present one. As 
regards the generators,’ continued Mr, Griffin, 
‘Dir. Edi-on has as yet given but little atten 
tion to them, ‘The cont can by an improved 
generator be reduced to a inuch smaller 
figure.’” 

‘one of the other New York papers have 
any leaders or comments on the divcoverie 
or on the gas scure in London, although tele- 
grams from London respecting the latter event 



























































appear in their culumns. 





Clippings. 





A New York telegram to the Ties, dated 
26th October, says that on the previous day, 
the secretary of tho Treasury accopted tendera 
of silver bullion at three-quarters to one per 
cent. per annum below the Loudon quotation, 








M. Kamenski, a Russian provision mn 
chaut at. Kuldja, who victualled the Chinese 
army while fighting the late Yakoob Khan of 
Kashgar, bas leit Central Asia for St. Petors- 
burg with a special anessage, it is believed, 
from the Chinese Commander-in-Chief, 














According to a telegram, of the Ist Novem- 
ber, from Berlin, to the Times, the Golos, the 
most cautious and temperate organ of the 
Russian capital, anticipates a renewal of war 
‘a8 the only means to arrive at a complete, 
just, aud perfectly humane solution of tho 

juestion, In the opinion of the Golos, Austria 
and England, tie resolute enemies of Russia, 
should not be permitted any longer to mask 
their policy by subterfuge and exhaust the 
resources of Russia by the indefinite prolong. 
ation of an armed and ruinous peace, 











Pants Exunrrtoy.—The delay in g 
| the notice of awards bas caused much dis- 
eatisfaction, and has Jed to the omission from 
the unofficial lists of prize-taker, published 
hy some wewspapers, of the names of leading 
English firms, such as Crosse and Blackwell, 
whose goods are appreciated in every house- 
hold, aud who have added to their great re- 
putation by the splendid display of their 
manufactures at the Exhibition, ‘The Jurors 
have recognised the excellence and purity of 
Messrs. Crosse and Blackwell's exhibits by 
three awanis, including Two Gold Medals.— 
Morning Post. 





























to have the invention completed, Nir. Edison ?” —_— 
asked the reporter. ‘The substance of it is| At the last meeting of the Russian Googra- 
Il right uow,’ he ansiered, putting the | pbical Society at St. Petersburg, Colonel 
on the gas, delivered a lecture on his travels 


jut there are the usual little details that 





in Central Asia. After the lecture the Grand 
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laievitch put a few 
fluence in these parts. 
lja to 


Dake Constantine Ni 

ions as to Russi 
el replied that to restore 
ie would seriously compronsiss Rus- 
sian authority in all Central Asia, “The 

ish, of course, would hail such an in- 
proceeding, and alrendy contemplated 
sending a Consul to Kuldja immediately upon 
the return of the Chinese authorities. 












‘The Japan Mvit says from the telegrams 
which have reached 2s during the week from 
Shanghai, we are confirmed in our belief that 
the woin le ‘llionas’ of Iast Sxturday 
means Ali Masji¢. The Indian telegrapher 
naturally enough thought that ‘ Alimus’ would 
be easily recoguized ; by the time the word 
reached Shanghaiit bad become ‘Alimas’ aud, 
coming across to us the m got changed into 
on, not a difficult process in writing,—and 
Laence "Aliocas.’ It is a blessing that the 7 
did not suffer instead of the m ;—the word 
might easily have reached us as ‘Arimas.’ 
Fort ‘Kapion’ we have algo to substitute 
for ‘Rapion,’ but that makes us no wiser 
than before, 




















‘The last number of Punch contains the sub- 
joined skit with reference to the telegram 
from Hongkong which stated that Mr. Pope 
Heunessy, the Governor of the colony, had 
received from Mr, Belilios, a director of the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, the sum of 
£1,000 for the erection of a statue to the Earl 
‘of Beacousfield at Hongkong 


“They gave me a Garter ia June, 
Aud now they declare they were wrong. 
But though Britain alter her tune, 
‘Thore is Justice at least in Hongkong. 
ith worship I atill must be fed, 
‘Phough Imperial policy fail 
T have had it for yeurs {com Pig-head, 
1 will turn for it now to Pig-tail.” 




















‘The Academy 
Convention which 
the United States of Columbia aud th 
national Society for an Interoceanic Cs 
the route for the long projected canal « 
ing the Atlantic with the Pacific Ocean has 













-| tance of 2,100 yards as to represent the 
I 


-|do uot know the maximum rang 





now been definitely settled. It will be re- 
membered that there were two plans which 
fund most favour. One project proposed 
the cutting of the Isthmus of Pauama in the 
direction of Aspinall to Panama; the other 
plan was to carry the canal through Nicaragua, 
making use of the great inland lake of that 
country. The former route has been chos 
notwithstanding that the most eminent 1 

neers of the United Stutes of America, who 

jad personally explored the country. were 
favour of the Nicaragus canal, and not 
standing that M. de Lesseps algo had declared. 
for the latter. 





« & proclamation appeared in Friday night's 
Gazette,” says the Ceylon Times of the 27th 
November, “ announcing that the Cocos Keel- 
ing Islands had been annexed to the Govern- 
ment of Ceylon. We believe, however, that 
it is not intended that the Governor shall take 
formal possession of the island 20 
clamation is sufficient for the object in view, 
to prevent 
taking possession of the 
pose of a settlement and coaling station. 
understood that Russian Agents hai 

ing the locality, tly with 
and it was therefore deemed 
ublic announcement of th 
ination, ‘The value of these small 
not of any moment, except as a coaling station, 
or as a probable station for the intended direct 
telegraph cable from Aden to Australia, There 
is oue excellent harbour, but no capabilities in 
the islands themselves for any otler purpose 
thaa the cultivation of the cocoa tree, aud 
those named above.” 








foreign Power stepping in and 
lands for the pur- 
Itis 






















The Pioneer's correspondent of Peshawur 
writes :—I think you are aware that the rifles 
of this regiment (Rifle Brigade) have just been 
sighted by the Instructor of Musketry, Mr. 
#rancis Howard, to be effective at a distance 
of more than 2,000 yards, ‘The experiments 
which have been tried with this queen of 
weapous, the Heury-Martini, have been most 
i ing. A. coi ble number of 

targets wer ‘arranged at a 











provi 





advanced guard of an approaching enem; 
of ‘the 
Afghan Jezail, which was held to be ao 

















superior to the old Brown Bess, tut the ar 
ghane would bave been antoundea if they 
witnessed the bavoe wrought on the nin 
foe as volley after volley was fired by a party 
of twonty of the Rifle Brigade from thay 


















enormons distance, To the non-military min] 
it in almost ineone that a rifle should 
be effective against troops at a di 

nearly a mile and a halt, Yob such itt 


case, and as all our British foot regim 
are armed, I understand, with this eplesdid 
arm, the ‘chances are enormously increased 
‘that an Afghan campaign will be short and. 
sharp, aud that the advance, which was 
formerly achieved with so much ease by our 
old commanders, will present no insuperable 
difficulties to our generale now, 


‘The following particalars of the destructive 
cyclone on the eat Malabar coast on the Sth 
Nov iu the Ceylon pm 

‘zagapatamm, ‘Sth November.--A severe 
storm since the morning. Two ships aro 
totally wrecked. The Fifeshire, with a crew 
of 14, has only four saved, namely, James 
Burridge, Thomas Edwards, Henry Rickert, 
and James Matheson, ‘The Cambodge, with 
complement of 12, has ouly one saved, Atrios 
Barron.” The captains of both the Fifeshire 
‘and Cambodge were drowned, The Olive 
Branch at Bimlipatam has met the same fate 
as the other ships at Vizagapatam. Nino of 
the crew were saved, aud four were drowned, 
‘The weather is now fine again, All throo 
ship were londog gingelly wud for Maro, 
‘The Fifeshire was a fino iron barque of 700 
tons register, under the command of Captain 
Laird, who, we regret to hear, was drowned, 
‘The veasel was built iu 1869, nt Glasgow, aud 
bore the highest class at Lloyds, Her ownera 
were Messrs, Thos, Law & Co. of Glasgow, 
the proprietors of the “Shire” line of ahips, 
‘The Cambodge of 407 tons, was built in 1870, 
at Sinope, and was owaed by Messrs, G, Ische 
Chantard’ & Co., of Nantes, She was com- 
manded by Captain Rabion, who 
reported as lost, and was classed for nine 
yess at Lloyds. The Olive Branch, ownei 

yy Menars. T. E, Hick & Co., of Scarborough, 

aud commanded by Captain Park, is a bar 
of 431 tons rogister, and classed for 11 years 
at Lloyds, Sho was builtin 1868 at Sunder- 
and, 
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SHANGHAI OPIUM AND SILK RETURNS FOR SEASON COMMENCING JUNE |, 1878, 





FROM IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTOMS. 











































































SILKE. 
To to To ab Bette Taran 
dnvar Burne | Mapsztaas xo | ySoa, frxoidouronry| Tora. cams | my dAtdtees, | Onan Torst 
Bates, Bates Bates ales Eaten 
Total aa per last Repors ‘ Bais ae pod Saas 
Suleoyteus Shipments : 208 5 ca 2st & 
I i 
Tota..] 2s 3306 am | mee | aa 
oPriu™Mm 
RETURN FOR WEEK ENDED 2ist DECEMBER, 1878. 
Mavma, Panta. Besanes, Prnsias, 
vont 
Cheats. Weisht. | hens Weight | heats Cheats, Weight 
Toported and stored ou bonsd Receiving Veen | Ot ae caseo | Ist "i 
TimBevted aud srecehippes or easpertaton withoct belag’ sored ou boos 
ne Your naded = | 2 
Teyported wits tothe shore 5 
Total. es wa_ego | 120 ten 
Landed from Receiving Vestels and intended chiehy for Local consumption! se __s200 | 178 7 mao | 6 60 





Description, Chintnn.| Wah, 


| siuhiens. Bankow. | Orefoo. 


‘Tientsin, ercorane 








Nivgpo. | Wenchow. | Foochow. 





Henson | otal. 





ReExronep lente. Wet 
soveee] 1535 





went, 
21,00) 














Lar Wag bas Spglon walen wacbun wel eyy'au wosloon wadom won| ae 
ns SPW Tyote: eo. mej eon, acm Meet on = 


10.05) 








Went. 
285.00, 
ce] 











Zo se] wo tow| 





398.60 
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EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI AND RIVER PORTS,—SEASON 1878-9. 
TO GREAT BRITAIN, &c. TO GREAT BRITAIN, &¢.—Continued. 
a 1 7 7 
vasont’s Nass, |Dave | CAR | Brac. |Greex.| Toran. | Vasseu's Nawe. | Daze! CHARED | Bosc, |Grees,| Tort. 
a = aad | Pients. aI Pieuls.” | Pieals. | Trent. 
Gleneagles London | 21,464.23} Auge London 440.71 
Ludo Casto 4.) 26)» | 2004834 31 $,860.63 
ie 24] at 327.72| 3 ly, 1,719.10 
acs 392.87 a 6,799.30 
a jombay : Hh 259.29 
e 29\Loudon 19,092.00) 31/Hamburg 5.71 
Glenartneyscccss 3 » 1775.19) 31!London 3,512.66 
Raduorshire ... »» ” 16,385. 31 Venice . 
Glenear ” om 13, 699, 31 51 Bombay 
Sindh Marseilles | 12-67] Loudon 
‘don {London | 17,596.40) Bombay 
” | 19,047.73) 1,047." 13 London 
3,831.96|Glaucus My, 
Hamburg | : 20) Khediv Wey 
- ‘Bombay | 39.62 14'Bombay 
Aighan London. i 18|London. 
Fiankow | Woy 
Orestes | ou at 
WreauMondellis. INicotajofake 2pombay 
London | 11,472.18) Ulysses ” 25/fondon 5,642.52 
tae 441. 15|Bindoatan ty (Ock, Shoo gkong 30.02 
" ‘Marseilles 3\London 396.58 
Monelaus London 3:Bombay 2 
renn 3\London 340.83) 
M 35 | 11,460.13} Hi ag 
Coriolanus J» 
Patroclus 21 3,742.82] 10 
27] 3.20] 10)Boubay 
29) 227.89) 17|London 
a: ase 29) 11.39) . 17| Bombay 
soatos 2 Maly 6} 2,248.79) + 19'London 
‘Yeherau oe 6 5,152.54) 8 
4 |" 33.89)  23|Bombay 
6{Bombay 2.4) tfc BULondon 
g!London | 3,448.04! ty | s 31/Bombay 
Odessa 63.70) fy ice Blflondon | 1,315.66) 
London | 20,346.09 iF Nov. E 103.34! 
15,452.59} TiBombay a i 
¥ Antenor 9 Port Said | 
” SjLondon | 
12,021. -98| ‘Gwalior . 14, Bombay 
1,405.18) 5 London | 
3955.01] (Orestes a | 
Amarone. ” ] 
(Thermopyle * 
z ‘Agameraaon " 
Bombay Lombardy Bombay | 
6|London London 
° . 5 Marseilles | 
” 5 London 
. lenearn, ” 
Hs Geelon, 
Bombay 


City of Baltimore 
Pekin 
Mikado 














) London 





5)Patroclus 
Glenroy 











4,441.03) "336.31 







EXPORT OF TEAS FROM SHANGHAI 
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Reiho 


bY 























































TO JAPAN AND COAST PORTS AND ANERICA. RTS AND AMELICA.—Contimed, 
ws aes — ; Sees 
Vassev's Nan, | Dare) ST | Diack. | Gnems, | Torar. | Vaesr's Naven, [Dave Coen | Brack. | G Toran, 
i t “Pienls. |" Piculs. |” Picu a Piewls. 
i 4 Nagasaki 298." - 7 iki i San F'eisco) 7.8! 
tokio Mare (ane 4 aigge 4:16) ok . S York | : s 
tere 4Yokohamal 4.851 1. ; Sep.10- ci 
Hiroshima Mara}, |“. 8.New York : 4 Mee ‘ 
ry or 8{Roston : > ; : : 
Orestes : : 
A . 7 ity of Santiago 8} F 3 
Legian ¥ : 38.02 Hiroshima Mara % 9 
Menolaus iNew Ye ‘ 44.21) ‘s . : L 
Patroclas an 204.33, > : + York , 
Saikio Mara 2 | 1 wean Ri : ; 
=e 7 3 Chi 4 76.91.Gleneagles : i s\ Y 
Hs : 235.39/Geakai Maru. i |: 
é an ree ; 
Ne .. 1.65)Bracmar Castle “ Ne 3 I 3.05 
Glenorchy 3.57! 1,210.07) 2,416.64! ‘Hiroshima Mara 130.43 43 
Sailio Bai 2 ‘334.54 Geokai Mara .. , Saviaal pea" 
eae uae 12\ Chi a i 111.32,Glenfinlas “ , 3 
a 3 129.48 Haydn Brown... s.v.! | R 4.05 
Gordon Castle. x 2,946.05,Glenartney z 7 " 
Hiroshima are , JAvg. 0 . 1693.16 Nagoya Mara . os 
Saikio Mara ... 5 22\Ner : i ——_—_ 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 





SHANGHAI, 2771 DECEMBER, 1878. 


:mas holidays have naturally interfered with business this week, but there is a decidedly better tone in the 
week, which show an improvement of 1 to 2 eandareens on 8}-lbs. Grey 
Shirtings ; the sales made privately do nob show much chango, the 
ly on gooil Shirtings and White Shirt Offers are numerous to buy Tage lots of almost anything for cash, to 
‘ew-year, buyers of course expecting to get said lots uuder the market rates ; the usual inducement of cash with the 
'y low rate of Exchange does not tempt importers much, and so far uot much has been done, but there is no doubt, several of the 
farge shippers heing able to get money an such cheap cerms thin season, are anxioxs to lay in stocks now to meet the oarly spring demand. 
Thesalo of P MCD Amorien Drills made at ¥2.673 before last mail lee, establishes a price for these goods that other holders. will wei 
accept, and it scems likely that vette hortly be mae, Before last mail left, offers were accepted for the balance of Mess, 
Hough, Balfou: & Co.'s Cotton goods, at something over the last Auction rates, consequently none were sold tis week, and shipments of 
posed to have'ceased for the present. 
loths offered at to-day’s Auction wero withdrawn, offers Leing lower than Inst week. 

Gnny SuiRriscs—S}-bs.—Sales quoted aro 28,000 pieces of Dewhurst’s X.X. at F1.73, do. Eagle at ‘$1.71, Hand and Branch at 
1.65, Threo-Fish at F1.t4, Ited Joss at F1.574, Star, and Horse and Jockey at ‘£1.57, Stag at T1.50 to 1.624, Cat at £1434, and a fair 
quantity at Auction, the latter goods selling at 1 to 2 caudarc higher than last week. 

7-lbs,—The only sale is 4,000 piecos Pagoda at £1.20, bat at yesterday's Auction, rates wore decidedly better, 

G-lbe. 600 pieces Fish chep realised T1.16. 

9.12.Abs,—Sales are 14,000 pieces of Dawhurst’s Eagle at £2.15, Blue Joss at $2.05, Red Joss at £2.11 and Pagoda at £1.96, 

‘T-Cuoras—7-Ibs—Sales aro 4,750 pieces Dewhurst’s X.X. at F1.25, Butterfly at £1.21, Silver Dragon at $1.20, and Princess at ‘F114, 

6-1bs,—2,300 pieces Bird were sold at T0.343. ‘The goods usually put up at the E-wo Auction were sold privately last wook at something 
over the Auction rates, and shipments of these chops have ended for the present, 

Wirere Suueris ro 11,250 pieces of Levita and Hudson's Eagle at T1.85, Blue Stag at F1.65, Horseman at 21.60, and Red 
Princess at T1.59 for 64-reed ; there has been quite a rau on these goods this weeks, and offers are 2 to 3 caudareens higher, whilst the prices 
realised at Auction show a rise of 3 candareei 

Dattts,—No business has been done in English, except in Auction goods, and prices are apparently rather lower for theso ; of American, 
‘the sale of 3,600 pieces P.M.C.D at $2.67} before Ia-t mail, has been almost ‘all that bas been done, beyond small lots of Massachussetts at 
"£2.70; these goods are wanted, but prices asked are generally higher than above quotatious, 


PIECE GOODS.—The C! 
Shirting market, if one may jadge from the Auction Sales th 
Shirtings, aud 4 to 5 candareens on eomuon 7-Ibs, ditto, and W! 













































































Woortuss.—The market is lower for Camlets and Long Ells, more especially for assorted colors than for Scarlot, Spanish Strip. 
btu, af ete 312 ples Horse chop, Scarlet, wero sold at ‘£0.45 to 0.463 per yard. Of Figured Orleans 3,000 pioces House chop 
at Tis, 3,324. 

















Scarlet, {Dk. Blue./Gentian.| Lt, Gt. / Black. | Purple. | Green. | Orange. [Manvo.| A*® | Whito. Total Sales 





Kas-Dmxo, 2th inst. 
Camlots C.P.H. p. pee. 


















200 

















Sales, pes... 
LongEllaC.P.H. p. poe. # oy 
Sales, pes... 400 
Lasting, Lion p. poe. aH 
vy, Elephant p, poe. | 3 
8, Stripes C.P.L p. ycu'S) a 
Sale 96 
E-wo, 24th inst. 
Camlets H.D.B. p. pee. 
Sales, pe: 
Long Ulls H.D.B. p.pee-i 
Sales, pe: 





Sp. Stripes 














Yuew-Fos | A 
Camlets 8.8.6. p. pes. ‘F, i 11.40/55 | 10.775 A 
ales, pes... | 30.) 20 B00 
G.G. per pes. 4 | 10.774 ss3 
oT) 100 








0.47/74) 0.45%/6) 
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12) 


252 

















Miscenaxeous. ‘ 
Sp.Stripes, Horsep.yd.F} 0.516 | OAG4 | 0.59.1 0.412 | 0.48.8 
Sales, pe Bry 6 12 6 6 
































Avcrion Says oF Corrox Goops— 














































« King Ming? ‘Total, 
Dison, Gatel, Eagle, Basle, Pease, 
Grey Surmrixcs—S{-be, ...... F1.60/60} gO iGo FLoT2 
Sales, pes. 1,600 50 — — 150 150 — = 9,150 pes 
“Nie Kee.” —24th instant — 
Si, 18 0 2the, Finds Player, be to aftbe, Bull Hand, 14 to 24th, Boer, 3-1, to 2-1, 
Turkey Rep Castpaics.......'%1.064/13} Ever’ SIE. ELOGY/LIB4 ... F1.28/L.37 
sales, pes.. no 9 420 Pe 400 a 126... = 1,256 ,, 
Gnev Suirrises--8]-Ibs. Red Joss, at 1.534 te ..554—~950 pes. ; Blue Fish (mildewed), at £).494—100 pes. 1,050 4 
“B-Wo."—24th instaut— 
ine Lion, Blue Fie. lack Unicurn, Green Stork. Red Stork, Blue Stork. Star, Red Dragon, 
Gasy Sumrises—Sf-bs. TLOOYGL .. FLE0) eee eee BL SOP «EL. SSH/ O98 
Salon pen. = = 350 350 = 1,450 5, 
Tbs, wane = = = 
Sales, pos. = es = = = 1,000 ,, 
T-Croras—81bs, 2... 
Sales, pos. = 20» 
lbs. 
Sales, po 





Dutis—)L1bs. Dragon D 
‘Tursey Rep Camnaics 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





Dec. 28, 1878. Che 2.20. Herald and S 


« Yuen fong. é 
Gaay SuinTixcs—Sf-lhs. Houre at 1.39} to 1.42, Lighthouse at 1.41} to 1 
8, Lighthouse at ‘$1.23 to 1.233, Man aud Gun at 81,23} fo 1.233 
Dawis—16-Ibe, Peacock, at 1. 
Warr Sureruvas—6t-reed Lig! “ay 
‘Sonpay Avcrions— 


Tonmey Reb Cautsnics— Gold Dragon 2 to 24-Ibe, at F1.18 to 1.39}, Jar 2to 2lbs, at TI. 
Be sy ibed at BLOG te 1-10} Batted Shtby at FLASH ee ao ete. at LISS to 


€ 





& €. Gasette. 627 














42, and Two-Man at T1414 to 1.424 




















































































































































ARTICLES. Quotations. jf Quorarioxs. 
Cotton Piece Goods. i Sine: 
6. £, Guay Summrixcs— Time Tome, @ 160 
‘384 ye. 39 in. 6-Ibs. 120 | Caucers— : 
, 14.0 | English, SS, 56 yds. 31in, Assorted.per piecs 15.0 
Lil || Loxe Eus— 
| Scarlet, 24 yds. 31 i ” 6.6.5 
9 to 9}-lbe, nom. 55 -9.0 5, “Asnorted .. i 6.3.0 
9,12 to 10-ibe, common quality, nom. ), 0.0 3, Lastincs, 30 yds, 31 oes 3 11.0.0 
best quolity.. san tag 24.0 3 Crarz Lasrives, 30 yds. Si in. Asst. 5, 7.5.0 
6, E, Warrs Sumrixas— »_ Lusrres, ‘Assorted on R25 
40 yde, 36 in, 56 reed ...... nom. 140 4, Onzeaxs, Figured, 30 Hy 8355 
60 reed .. ” 142 ,, Plain, 30 yds. 31 vy 3.35 
64 reed .. ” 15.0 ,, Metals and Sunds 
64 reed bes % 16.8 ‘Taran Correr—Slab: .per picul vy 15.9.0 
66 to 72 reed. ” 1.9.0 ,, » Ore. a vy 14.6.0 
best : Ms 210 QoicxsinvEn i. 1 49.5.0 
Asanroan Dritis— ‘Tix Pearss—1d x 10 per box n 4L0 
40 yds. 30 in. 141) ” 2.6.2) 5 Sretu..... er picul 2 29.0 
Aunnican Jeaxs— q Bamboo » 34.0 
30 yds. 30 in, 6} to 8-lbs, * 14.0 4, ‘Tix, Foug Hing x 1 15.8.0 
AscericaN Suerinos— Quang-di M4 3) 15.6.0 
40 yds. 40 in. 14-1bs. bes! fe 26.0 ,, Fok Chok ” vy 15.6.0 
Bxouisn Dritis— Hoor Inox. 7 02.50 
40 yds. 30 in, 14 to 15-Ibs A 110 4, Pro Inox .. yer ton ty 18.0.0 
bent ” 2.0.0 Inox Wine, Nos. Ia 14 er picul + 
Exouisu Jauns— » » le Ps ‘i 
30 yds, 30 in. 8 to Sh-Ibs. 7 1.3.0 5, ” ” ” 
Uxouisu Saexrivos— Inox 
40 yds, 40 in, 14 a 16-Jb8, < 19.5 5 Dam er picul 2h 4 
Doren Danas— H. Rogers, Sous & U ” 5 19.0 
30 in, 40 yde, » 2.05 ,, 21.0 | MM. Crown. * 5 oy 1.8.0 
Doren Jeais— Belgi n 16.6 
30 in. 40 yds... is 1.6.0 Flat and Round 0 5, 2.30 
T-CroTas— Do. Belgian. 0 5 190 
6-lbs, 24 yds, 32 in, Ordinary, » 085 Leap, common brands. 15 4 425 
Tbs. “4 3 LB. - 10 43.5 
5 Scour 
3 Black, common .-per picul 0 4, 3.3.0 
0 Formosa ‘i 0 4, 3.6.0 
HANDERROHLEES, Blue, 28 i 9 M4 0%, 6.60 
Brown, 28 0 0), 6.2.0 
Ganrtan Sirens, 0 0 540 
BrocabEs, White, 40 yds, 0 Perrre—biack 0 i 
Dyed, Assorted, .0 Whit 0 
Damasns, Assorted, 40yd 0 Rarrans—Common 0 
Ominrz, Assorted, 28 yds, 28 in. 0 Good to tin ae 0.0 
Blue 8 Boat. ” 5.0 
Brow 5 
Scarlet. ” 2.2.0 
Turkey Reps, 24y 0 15.0 
Vatvers, Black, 22 8.0.0 
‘Veuvareays, Black, 1 pS 3.20 
26 in, * ” 17.0.0 
Mustaxs, 12 yds. 42 in, nom, ‘per piece 
Dnarizs, 12'yds. 36 in, Fi . perhox | 2.1.5 
4tin, » 180 
Yanx, Cotton, Nos, 28 4 32 percaro | 
Srantsu Sraires, Ansorted. per picul | 10.0. 
Maproat aud Hanir Ctorms Fut STONES... fa 0. 



























































‘Merats. —Nothing 
‘Kunostnz Oun,—Hold 


in cithor Iron or Lead, quotations being without change. 
aro tirm, and although but little has beon dono, prices are hardening, and 1.66 is offered on the spot, 








Fretonts.—Omeya, British barque, 480 tous, hence to Manila, 14 lay days, $1,200, im full; H. Upmann, German barque, 426 tov 
Nageeaki and back, 16 lay days, $1.65 per ton coal; Vale of Nith, British barque, 697 tous, Foochow to this, 25 lay days, $2,500, in full 5 
Star Queen, British barque, 769 tons, Nagasalci aud back, 25 lay days, $1,500, in full, 








1,155 Chests Bexcar, 917 Chests, 
2,463 » » 1,652 » 





OPIUM.—Receipts of Opium since last report . 
Stock on the 13th instant 















Total... » 3,618» Total...» » 

Deliveries since the 13th instant... 2 S24h ” ” 
Present Stock ” 37038 o » » 
‘Against Stock same time » » » » 
i Increase » Sh on sy Increase 839 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Deceuser 28, 1878, 





“Annivats daring the week. —December 21st, P. & O. steamer Mongolia, with the English mails, £0. ; 27¢h, British ship 
Carrick Castle, from London, 


‘Devartenes during the week.—Devember 22nd, M.M. steamer Peiho, with the French mails, &c, ; 27th, 
British ship Atma, for London, 


‘The P, & 0. mail steamer Teheran takes about 600 dales of Srux and about 300 tons of-Txa. 


Excuaxcx.—On Lonilon, Telegraphic Transfers, 4s, S§d. Bank Bills, 6 months’ sight, Ss, Oj. First-class Crodits to Bank, 
5s. Ofd. Private and Documentary, 5s. Obd. On Paris, Bank, 6,30, Private 6.38. On India, Bombay Bank, demand, Rs, 303 to 
304} ; Calcutta, Bank, demand, Rs. 303 to 304. Ou Hongkong, Bauk Bills, demand, 27 per ceut. disot. Private, 15 day’ sight, 27) 
por cent, disc. Bullion, Gold Bars, Peking, Shanghai ‘ls. 198 per bar of 10 Tle, Shanghai weight, Bar Silver, Shanghai Tis, 111,20 
per 100 tacls Cauton weight, Mexican dollars, Shanghai ls. 72.95 per 100, Copper Cash, 1,470 per 














SHARES, 
Swaxcuar, 28th December, 1878. 


Hongkong & Shanghai Baxking Corporation.—The only transuction reported is a lat sold for let January at 60% premium. ‘There ate 
sellors at this rate, ’ 
Hongkong ire Insurance Co,—News of a large fire in Hongkong caused somo onquiry for this stock at low rates, and one abare was sold ; 
* at $500, ‘The fire lias been extinguished, andthe loss to local ollices is reported to be moderate. Until further particulars are ascertained, 
we quote this stock and China Fire Insurance shares nominal, 
No other basiness is reported. 


























| Postrios Per Lasr Revo. Last Drvipann, &e, | Casm Quoratioxs, 
SHARES, No. | Value. ‘Paid up, Vorki 
i At Workin ‘Yo Share- {When pd, 5 
| ‘Reserve, ("account | DM | “elders | onan, Closing. 
ae | i 
Hongkoug & Shanghai Baukin | i al 5 | 3 
$1,200,000 $19,243.05)30June7s, $1. Aug.78} 60% prem. for Flat 











Corporation 


Steamer Compani 
ShangbaiSteam \ 
1 Liquidatios 


fanuary. 








|s0 Dee, a { mepgidi?at Sop. 78} 17.20 


2 §11,979.42131 De +7% |\SMar.78) 102 
4% (21Sop. 78} 125 











% | Gauly 78) 245 
*5% | bduly78) 97 





Shanghai Dock Cv, 
Potting Dock Co. 





F100 





lspent7 25% lissuly 78] 50 
3.37/31 Dee. 7) 5) 18 July 78) 160 








Compagnie du "5c0 | ‘100 


Insurance ( Marine.) | | “| 
China Traders’ Insurance Co., 
Limited 











(30 Apl. 78) 12% [81 July 78)1,550 
/30Ja0 zo” | 2duly78) "20g 
z 30 ue 8 1,300 
2,132.10 $21,091.40)31 Dec, 77) + $113.37 |30Sep. 78] 1,700 
SUMS $74/285.00'15 Apr. 78, 6X [UL July 78} "725 
4 30 Dee. 76) © * 6 % | 1 Jan. 78] 330 nominal, 





North 





Union In. Society of Canton ... 
Yaugtsze Insurauce Asso 
Chinese Insurxuce Co., Liwited| 


Insurance ( Five. } | if 
Hongkong Bire Iu. Co., Limited} 2,000 | $1,000 














78) 895 nominal. 





2, a 00 fm 157. 58/20 Dos. T7986. 75 p.ah, 20 Feb. 
‘31 Dee. 77) 210 nominal. 






















China Fire in, Co., Limited 4,000 | $500 
Miscellaneous | | 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Co...! 2,150 | £100 *5% (lSAug.78 151 

















LOANS. | Amount of Loas, |, Nominal Value of ‘pate of Interest. When Payable, Closing. 




















| 
Shanghai Mun, Debentures—Issue } # 100.00 | 8% ‘30th April & 3ist Oct. 
De. 18% Z 100.00 | » 30th June & Sist Deo. |$ 10a, 
Do. 18%, 5 100.00 4 30ih June & Slst Dec. 
De. 1878) % 100.00 | 28th Feb. & 31st Aug. | THO |Z 
Lyceum Theatre Ontinary Debentures..| T 25.00 30%h June. 10 [2 
Do. Prefereiice do, E 37.50 | Bist Dee. 520 1/2 
Chinese Imperial, Government Loan 1874 £106 30th June & 21st Deo, | £101 
Do. a | £100 = | 38th Feb. & Slet Aug. | £109 
* For half-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 























‘Tue Westin has been seasouabl 
thermometer has registered from 17 to 





throughout the week. Ou Christmas evening hard frost set in, which has continned since, The 
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COPIES 


OF THE 


TREATIES 


BETWEEN 


THE EMPIRE OF CHINA AND FOREIGN POWERS, 


TOGETHER WITH 


REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN TRADE, 
BR ARE NOW ON SALE. 


Te Publication. of this Work has been undertaken in order to meet a requirement long expressed ~ 

and widely recognised. The present collection brings together and renders available for general 
urposes of reference all the TREATIES that have been concluded between CHINA and FOREIGN 

- POWERS, together with the greater portion of the various REGULATIONS which have been 
successively agreed upon during the last sixteen years; and the TREATY of Peace, &c. 
between TAPAN and COREA (Cxosen.) Several instruments, though not now in force, find 
lace in the work, as the French Treaty of 1844, and the U.S. Treaty of same year; also, the 

Emigration Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 1868-1869, by 

Sir Roruervorp Axcock, K.C.B. 


PRICE-FIVE DOLLARS PER COPY. 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE “NORTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFIOE, SHANGHAT. 
PROCURABLE IN LONDON FROM MESSRS. TRUBNER & Oo., 57 & 59, LUDGATE HILL. 














" OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


We acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of a copy of a work entitled ‘Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign 

Powers,” edited by Mr. W. F. Mayers, Chinese Secretary to Her Britannic Majesty's Legation at Peking, and published at the 
North-China Herald office, Shanghai, ‘Among various treaties given, it contains several which have been abrogated and others which 
have never heen ratified but which are historically interesting. The volume is well printed and bound and reflects great credit on 
the publisher.—Daily Press. 

We have received from the North-China Herald office of a copy of the “Treaties between the Empire of Chit 
Powers” just published by our contemporary. The book is convenient in size, neatly and strongly bound, and consists of no less 
than 230 pages. It contains all the Treaties that have been concluded between China and Foreign Powers, together with the greater 
portion of the various Regulations which have been successively a:sroed upon during the last sixteon years, and the recently concluded 
Treaty between Japan and Corea. Several instruments, though not now in force, find place in the work, as the French ‘Treaty. of 
1844 and the United States Treaty of the same year ; also, the Emigration Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 
in 1869 by Sir Rutherford Alcock. This is, we believe, the only complete work of this kind that has been published, and it reflects 
considerable credit upon the enterprising oflice in question.—China Mail 

‘Many of our readers will have felt, at one time or another, the inconvenience of not having at hand for reference 4 copy of 
Such and such a foreign Treaty with China. Several of these had never been printed. Others had been separately printed after 
negotiation, for semi-private use ; others have seen the light in the columns of newspapers, and others again have been recorded in 
Europefn publications such as the British and Foreign State Papers, compiled in London by Mr. Edward Hertslet, or in the 
Archives Diplomatiques, the corresponding Parisian work; but for all general purposes they have reniained virtually inaccessible. 
Under the editorship of Mr. W. F. Mayers, all the several treaties and agreements which have been from to time conciuded to China 
with other nations, have now been collected and printed at the North-China Herald oftice in a convenient volume of some 250 pages. 
‘The large number of copies which have been subscribed for beforehand proves that the work will be especially welcome at Consulates, 
‘Legations, and Customs Offices, and we have no doubt it will be found a necessary book of reference by many private read There 
‘are some ‘documents in it which will bye-and-bye call for especial notice. In the meantime we merely acknowledge the book, the 
subscription copies of which will, we understand, be distributed next week, as quickly as they can be prepared.—N.-C. Herald. 

‘We acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the much needed volume, ‘Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign 
Powers, &c.,” which, under the editorship of Mr. W. F. Mayers, Chinese Secretary of H.B.M.’s Legation at Peking, has been 
published at the North-China Herald office. Since 1860, the editor tells us, no attempt has been made to bring together the greater 
portion of the various Treaties and Regulations which have been successively agree upon since that period. ‘The object of the 
present volume is to supply in a form adapted for easy reference, all treaties and regulations actually in force, from the Nanking 
‘Treaty between England ‘and China signed in 1842; and a complete compendium of all the provisoes under which the international 
relations éf the Chinese Government are conducted are now within reach. The whole are bound in a well-printed, compact volume. 

_ With an elaborate index of subjects, which will render it most useful. All foreigners in the far-east must have it, if they would 
know the precise terms of their residence and trading in China.—Shanghai Courier 4: Evening Gazette. 
The Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign Powers. Shanghai: The North-China Herald Ofiice ; London ; Tritbner 
and Co.—This work, to which we have already directed atiention, will supply a want much felt at the present time. It collects 
together all the treaties between China and Foreign Powers, and thus makes it easy to refer to our actual position upon any given 
point, which it is impossible to ascertain without consulting other treaties as in some cases we are entitled to more than is expressed 
in our own treaty, by virtue of the most favoured nation clause. The present collection gives, in addition to the different treaties, 
the various regulations agreed upon from time to time ; and has also Sir Rutherford Alcock’s Convention of 1869, and the Chefoo 
Agreement, now under consideration of the Government.—London and China Ezpress. 


“NORTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFICE, 
Suancuur, June 1878. 











ind Foreign 


























Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


